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Halliburton 209 is 127’ 7” 1.0.a. x 31’ 6’’ beam x 5’ draft. Like her Higgins-built sister ship, 
she has quarters for 8 persons, displaces 366 tons (SW). Powered by two Caterpillar 300 hp 
Diesels, she carries 6 steel cement silos with 800-sack capacity each and 2 “‘gel’”’ silos. 


Newest Sea-Going Cement Ships For Halliburton 
Delivered by Higgins Right on Time 


When Halliburton Oil Well Cementing 
Company needed new vessels for its 
off-shore servicing fleet, they got hold 
of Higgins. Problem was to construct 
these big and complicated ships to exact 
specifications—and to build them fast. 
Once again Higgins demonstrated that 


when you have a marine problem—no 
matter how specialized—it pays to get 
hold of Higgins. It is Higgins ability to 
deliver a job right on time that has 
caused more and more firms in the oil 
and commercial marine industries to 
award more and more bids to Higgins. 


* e 
@-Got a marine problem? A. Get hold of H iqaene 
“OT INC. 


YT... Box 8001 * New Orleans 22, La. * CRescent 0631 





THE NAME THAT MEANS DEPENDABILITY TO OUR FIGHTING FORCES 


DRILLING BARGES © DREDGES © BARGES © QUARTER BOATS © TUGS © WORK BOATS © COMMUNICATION CRAFT © DRILLING STRUCTURES © PERSONNEL 
BOATS © PLEASURE BOATS © SEISMOGRAPH BOATS © BULK-TYPE CARGO BARGES © SWAMP SKIPPERS © TANK BARGES © ALSO MARINE REPAIRS OF ALL TYPES 










ON DECK .. . All 25 Schlumberger Services 


Wherever there are offshore drilling operations, you will find a 
compact SCHLUMBERGER OFFSHORE SURVEYING UNIT permanently 
installed on deck. Capable of providing all 25 Schlumberger Services, 
it is maintained and ready to deliver service twenty-four hours a day. 
The offshore unit is another example of Schlumberger pioneering-for- 
progress that keeps available to the oil industry the best in logging 
and completion operations under any and all conditions. 
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New Ideas for Offshore Drilling 17 


Higgins Submersible Barge would cut costs, increase safety. 
OSSCO proposes a scissor-type unit for water to 600 feet deep. 





West Coast Has Its Ups and Downs 21 


Rapidly sloping sea floor, rugged underwater topography 
complicates problems which a new unit is said to solve. 





Drilling Barge Sets a Record 29 


Three independents drill a Plaquemines Parish wildcat past 
old mark of 21,482 feet; scheduled depth is 22,500 feet. 





Mooring of Drilling Tenders 31 


The first of four articles dealing with the problems and 
solutions involved in anchoring a tender at sea. 





Men of Gravity 35 


Four crews in two boats are using an underwater gravity 
meter to explore disputed area between Texas, Louisiana. 





Tempest in a DorrClone 4] 


A liquid cyclone separates sand from drilling mud to save 
average of $2,500 in drilling costs in seven wells. 
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THE BAYOU BELLE 
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This fast, 31 foot crewboat powered by George Engine Company, built by Sewart Seacraft, Inc., 
hit speeds in excess of 27 mph. on trial runs. The “Bayou Belle" was exhibited for the first time 
at the General Motors Powerama in Chicago, August 31-September 25. 


Main propulsion power is supplied by the first new, lightweight, GM Detroit Diesel Engine Model 6071B ever in- 
stalled. This new power plant made its first debut at the Powerama before moving to the Gulf and Louisiana's 
Offshore Oil Operation. The GM 6071B incorporates all the advantages heretofore available only in inclined 
models—i.e., increased horsepower and lighter weight in an engine identical in appearance to the standard GM 
models so long in use by the marine industry. 


GEORGE ENGINE CO., INC. 


HARVEY 


LOUISIANA 
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Way offshore... 
With the Publisher 


ble received some suspender- 
popping compliments on the 
offshore lease maps we've been pub- 
lishing—you'll find the second half 
of our Texas map in this issue. 

Several companies have written or 
called in for twenty-five to fifty copies 
for board of directors meetings. Serv- 
ice companies use them to plot trips 
to wells in the Gulf. A lot of just 
plain oil company hands write in for 
extra copies, and you'll find them 
under the glass on a lot of desks 
and tacked up on a lot of field office 
walls. 

In fact, we sometimes wonder when 
we get a big order if the lease blocks 
aren't about right for checkers or per- 
haps tic-tac-toe! 


Anyway, we're about ordered out! 
That Louisiana offshore lease map we 
published back in June is nigh on to 
a collector's item. We'll have another 
Louisiana map out soon, scaled to the 
Texas map so they can be stripped 
together to make a big overall map of 
the Texas-Louisiana coast. But we've 
got to make shift with what we have 
until the printers get it ready. 

Accordingly, we've hatched up a 
scheme. We're in business to serve 
our subscribers, and the Louisiana 
maps will remain fifty cents to our 
subscribers — while they last. To 
others the price tag on the map will 
be a buck fifty. 

You wonderful,  salt-of-the-earth, 
gold-plated readers of OFFSHORE 
can purchase either half of the Texas 
map for fifty cents, or the entire map 
for a Buck. But them lowdown, can- 
tankerous, rusty-eared outlaws who 
ain't paid subscribers will be shelling 
out a buck and a half for half a map, 
and three bucks for the whole Texas 
she-bang! 


We'll continue our practice, inci- 
dentally, of giving a free map with 
each subscription order, and we're still 
working on a fairways and anchorage 
chart and a lease map of California. 
We'd have ’em both out in record 
time—if we just had two more heads 
and six hands. 

But don’t give up. You'll be seeing 
them around—and us, too! 


Long John Latham 
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SAM CARLINE, INC. 


BERWICK, LOUISIANA 
Telephone: 2866 - 5805 - 5412 - Night 5850 


Pipeline ditching and laying 
Dredging—canals, locations, etc. 
Pile driving—land and water 


Barge and boat rentals 


We Specialize in all types of Oil Field Construction 


\ 


WATER TERMINALS— 


BERWICK, LA. 
and 
CALUMET, LA. 








COMBATING OFFSHORE CORROSION IS 
NOTHING NEW FOR 
WROUGHT IRON 


To the offshore drilling industry, where rule of thumb 
says that “‘everything costs 3 to 5 times as much as it 
does on land,” wrought iron’s durability record in the 
lighthouses above has wide significance. 

In the period between 1852 and 1876, these light- 
houses were built off the Florida Keys. Wrought iron 
was used for tie rods, turnbuckles, and pilings. 

Over the years, salt-laden atmospheric attack, severe 
wet-and-dry tidal corrosion, battering waves, and under- 
water conditions accelerated by sand and silt abrasion 
have worked away at the superstructures and founda- 
tions. Wrought iron’s ability to withstand this complete 
range of offshore corrosion conditions was confirmed by 
inspection in 1948. Only a few of the original tie rods 
and turnbuckles were replaced. The wrought iron pil- 
ings were still in excellent condition. 

Applied to the problems of offshore drilling structures, 
the importance of this endurance record multiplies 
many-fold. Excessive repair, maintenance, and replace- 
ment are minimized. Vital drilling schedules are not in- 
terrupted by repair crews. Structural strength, essential 
to the safety of the crew and the safeguarding of an 
investment that can cost well over a million dollars, is 
protected against corrosion with wrought iron. 


BYERS 


Wrought iron is equipped to provide this vital pro- 
tection and low maintenance because of its unique 
structure and composition. Tiny fibers of glass-like iron 
silicate are distributed through the body of high-purity 
iron. These glass fibers are unaffected by corrosion. 
This means that corrosion’s attack is halted and de- 
toured each time it meets a fiber. Corrosion must spread 
out along the fiber before it can start inward again. 
When you consider that there are more than 250,000 
fibers to each cross-sectional square inch, you can under- 
stand why wrought iron stays on the job longer, at 
lower cost per year. Too, these fibers give wrought iron 
a hickory-like structure which distributes and diverts 
stress concentrations. 

If you would like to know more about how time-tested 
wrought iron can serve and save for you, write Mr. A. 
N. Voripaieff, Manager, Marine Department, 30 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, New York, or A. M. Byers Company, 1502 
Mellie Esperson Building, Houston 2, Texas. 

A. M. Byers Company, Pittsburgh, Pa. Established in 
1864. Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Washington, At- 
lanta, Chicago, St. Louis, Houston, San Francisco. Inter- 
national Division: New York, N. Y. 


Available in Canada and throughout the world. 


CORROSION COSTS YOU MORE THAN WROUGHT IRON 


WROUGHT IRON 


TUBULAR AND HOT ROLLED PRODUCTS 


ELECTRIC FURNACE QUALITY STEEL PRODUCTS 
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For ans Protection of 


VALUABLE OFFSHORE EQUIPMENT 


These offshore platforms, rigs and permanent 
well head equipment are perfectly protected with Copon against 
the devastating action of the sea. 


y Now it can be said that sufficient time has elapsed to prove 
beyond a doubt that COPON will give years of protection in 
severe environments which usually break down other coatings 
in a matter of weeks. The COPON coating systems have been 
developed after years of research, development and perfection 
of the coating and coating techniques in close cooperation with 
industry’s leading corrosion engineers. Our technicians are avail- 
able to study your specific needs and to work with you toward 
achieving the protection required. 


lf your properties are being chewed up by corrosion or 
attacked by marine growth, fill out this attached coupon to obtain more 
information on Copon corrosion control for offshore equipment. 























a —- — Domenie — —_ — ———_ — (ee a. 
Please send me information about Copon’s Corrosion 
Control for offshore equipment. 

| Name | 
Company 

| Position or Title | 
Addr 

| City. State | 

= ———o —— — —— ee ere re _—_—_—_—_ Seen alle 


COPON is manufactured under an exclusive franchise by a select group of companies, 
strategically located to serve U. S. industry efficiently. Write the company nearest you 
for details of technical services and specialized product formulation available. 


ALLIED PAINT MFG. COMPANY ENTERPRISE PAINT MANUFACTURING CO, 


P. O. Box 1088, Tulsa, Okla. 


2841 South Ashland Ave., Chicago 8, Illinois 


COAST PAINT & LACQUER CO. 


P. ©. Box 1113, Houston |, Texas 


OFFSHORE 


GOM-FTA99-South? 


Naming System Has A Weakness 


A standardized system which the Texas Railroad 
Commission has adopted for naming offshore fields is 
laudable, but it has one weakness. 


Actually, fields will be numbered rather than named. 
Fields in the Gulf would bear the prefix GOM (for 
Gulf of Mexico), and some letters and numbers to tell 
the block location. For example, FT A99 would refer 
to Federal tract A99. 


Admittedly, the system does take some of the in- 
dividuality out of field names. There can be no Sun- 
flower fields offshore from Texas. (There couldn’t be 
anyway, the Sunflower field is in West Texas, has top 
of pay at two feet, and was exploited with shallow 
pits. Nobody has built a mobile shallow pit.) 


But there’s nothing wrong with taking the individual- 
ity out of field naming. The weakness of the system 
involves its main strength—the ease wjth which a field 
can be located on a map using the name only. 


The system isn’t quite precise enough. 


Its fault is in how it differentiates fields within a 
single block. For that, the system uses the suffixes 
North, South, East, and West. 


Because the blocks have survey lines running north- 
south and east-west, such suffixes could only be used 
to refer to relative direction from the first field in the 
block. 


Confusing things have happened using such a sys- 
tem. When one big West Texas field was getting many 
long, long extenders last year the newly designated 
fields (which were sufficiently far away when dis- 
covered) bore the older field’s name plus directional 
suffixes. 


Finding the new fields on a map by relative direction 
alone was taxing on the imagination. Details escape 
us, but they were on the order of the Blank, Northeast 
field being southeast of the Blank, Southwest field. The 
only way to find a field on a map rapidly was to already 
know where it was. 


A better method for pinning down the location of 
fields within blocks would be to use suffixes to represent 
which quarter the discovery well was located in. Thus 
a field named GOM-FT-A99-SESE would be in the 
southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of Federal 
tract A99. That would enhance the rapid-location fea- 
ture of the new system. 


THE EDITOR 
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CRESCENT TUGS 


. . - Complete the picture 


With years of experience serving the distant 
reaches of the Gulf, Crescent leads the way 
in providing fast, dependable towing facili- 
ties for the oil and gas industry’s expanding 
offshore operations. 





The Crescent fleet is adding a new chapter 
to its record of towing excellence . . . com- 
pleting the picture with another special 
service for a special need. 


Large Deck Barges for Charter 


ES CENT 


TOWING & SALVAGE CO., INC. 





625 Hibernia Building * New Orleans, Louisiana 
Phone: TUlane 061! (office) @ FOrest 6-152! (dispatcher) 











Oil Man’s Calendar 


Houston New York Rio de Janeiro Sao Paulo DECEMBER 


5-9 25th Exposition of Chemical Industries, 
Commercial Museum and Convention 
Hall, Philadelphia, Pa. 


8-9 AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 


ADAMS AND PORTER aa Dn - Biltmore Hotel, New 


11-14 American Society of Agricultural Engi- 
neers (Winter meeting), Edgewater 
ESTABLISHED 1907 Beach Hotel, Chicago, Ill. 


1956 
INSURANCE 
JANUARY 
MARINE # CASUALTY e@ FIRE 10-12 Kentucky Petroleum Marketers Assn. 
(30th annual meeting), Brown Hotel, 


Louisville, Ky. 


; : ; 19-20 National Industrial Conference Board, 

Experienced brokers in Commodore Hotel, New York, N. Y. 

offshore operations 25-26 Northwest Petroleum Association (an- 
nual convention), Nicollette Hotel, Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 


30- 
, ; Feb. 3 American Institute of Electrical En- 
Complete cover for all Risks gineers (1956 Winter general), Statler 
‘ Hotel, New York, ¥. 
; aati ; FEBRUARY 
Cotton Exchange Building Phone CApitol 7-5181 $9.88 Iowa Tndependent Oil Jobbers Associa 
tion, Ine. (convention), Fort Des Moines 
Cable address: Adport Hotel, Des Moines, Iowa 
. 24 Natural Gasoline Association of America 
HOUSTON, ‘TEXAS (regional meeting), Lincoln Hotel, Odes- 
sa, Texas 
. 27-29 American Association of Petroleum Ge- 
Representing ‘ ologists (Rocky Mountain Section con- 
‘ P 7 . vention), Auditorium, Denver, Colo. 
Leading American Underwriters and Lloyd’s of London 
MARCH 


7-9 AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
(Division of Production, Southern Dis- 
trict Meeting), Plaza Hotel, San An- 
tonio, Texas 








12-16 National Assn. of Corrosion Engrs. (an- 
nual convention), Statler Hotel, New 
York, N. Y 


19-21 Mid-West Gas Assn., Hotel Fontenelle, 
Omaha, Nebr. 


19-21 Western Petroleum Refiners Association 
(annual meeting), Plaza Hotel, San An- 
tonio, Texas 


20-22 Ohio Petroleum Marketers Assn., Inc. 
(Spring Convention & Trade Exposi- 
tion), Deshler-Hilton. Columbus, Ohio 


21-28 AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
(Division of Production, Southwestern 
District Meeting), Texas Hotel, Fort 
Worth, Texas 


APRIL 


1-4 American Institute of Electrical Engrs. 
(Southwest District No. 7), Dallas, 
Texas 





19-21 Gas Appliance Manufacturers Assn. (an- 
nual meeting), The Greenbrier, White 


POWER BY KENNEDY Sulphur Springs, W. Va. 


23-25 Southern Gas Assn. Convention, Dallas, 
‘exas 


Equitable-built 51-foot crewboat BOUNTY, for Wm. B. Rudolf of New vain 
Orleans, La. The GENERAL MOTORS Model 62203 were supplied to 


2-4 American Institute of Electrical Engrs. 
Mr. Rudolf by J orgnanen District No. 1), Rochester, 


6-9 Liquefied Petroleum Gas Assn. (Conven- 
KENNEDY MARINE ENGINE CO ia Se ene Coin on 
e Hotel, Chicago, Il. 


ae " 14-16 AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
Distributors of General Motors Diesels, Onan Gas- (Annual Pipe Line Conference), Sham- 
‘ oline and Diesel Electric Plants, Bendix Depth Re- / rock Hotel, Houston, Texas 
corders, Surrette Marine Batteries. Call today for / 14-17 AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
J quick service. J | (Division of Refining, 21st midyear meet- 
ing), Montreal, Canada 


GENERAL MOTORS 


GENERAL MOTORS 21-28 AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
ee er re 8 ee SS. ee pecttes egeetine. ilreer sae 
POWER BILOXI. MISS. POWER 23-26 AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 





(Division of Marketing, Lubrication 
Committee), Broadmoor, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 
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DUAL HOOK-TYPE TURNTABLE BASE 
FOR ADDED CAPACITY AND SAFETY 


Bado Equipment Co. can handle your complete "Crane Problem" 
for any barge or platform—a turnkey job that includes designing, 
engineering, fabricating and installation of our special Marine Bases 
for Link-Belt Cranes of 10 to 
70 tons capacity. 


We are equipped to 
handle many other of your 
OFFSHORE fabricating 


problems and can submit 





quotations that will represent substantial savings in time and money. 


Our representative will be glad to call on you at any time to give 


you a more comprete presentation of our services. 








P. O. BOX 12347 


EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 


DISTRIBUTORS 
LINK-BELT SPEEDER, HECO CRANES 


PHONE OLive 4-2658 HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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The MARINE SERVICE, built by Arnold V. Walker Shipyard for Sea Service, Inc., is a twin-screw all-steel welded 
diesel cargo boat, 135’ x 106” with normal draft of 6’ light and 8’3” loaded. 


ARNOLD V. WALKER SHIPYARD 


paces progress in offshore construction 


This 135-foot supply ship, the second of three to be built by the Arnold V. Walker 

Shipyard for Sea Service, Inc., of Harvey, La., is a distinguished addition to 

the offshore fleet . . . Powered with two 500 hp supercharged Buda 

diesel engines, supplied by Mechanical Equipment Company of New 

Orleans, it is designed to carry 3,500 barrels of drilling water to 

offshore rigs, and transport oilfield supplies. It will also do offshore 

towing of drilling barges and tenders and act as a standby tug. With ap- 

proved load lines for coastwise operations, as well as the Gulf of Mexico and 
West Indies, it can be used anywhere in the Caribbean. 


Experience plus engineering and designing ability enables the Arnold V. Walker 

Shipyard to build anything for offshore use .. . drilling and producing plat- 

forms .. . rig tenders . . . drilling barges . . . auxiliary floating equip- 

ment . . . to the customer's most exacting requirement. If you 

are interested in one shipyard that can handle all your construction 
problems . . . call us! 


{ARNOLD V. WALKER SHIPYARD 


Phone 1190 Pascagoula, Miss. P. O. Box 352 














Crew Boats — Tugs — Towboats — Barges — Dredges — Repairs — Marine Railway 
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Here it is! 





OUR SECOND 
135-FOOT SUPPLY SHIP 


Designed and built for offshore service 


* Designed to carry 3,500 barrels of Sea Service, Inc., specializes in Marine Trans- 
drilling water to offshore rigs, haul a gy Pe aa OF Induiry etag te 


a similar amount of crude oil back. 


Our crew boats are all-steel constructed and 


@ Capable of carrying two large stacks U. S. Coast Guard approved for carrying 


of range 3 drill pipe passengers for hire. 
@ Will do offshore towing of drilling Our offshore supply vessels are classified with 
the American Bureau of Shipping and are 
a and tenders, act as standby U. S. Coast Guard approved for carrying 
u freight for hire. 
205 Pan American Building Phone EXpress 2276 New Orleans 12, Louisiana 
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Ample power 
for your towing job 


any time, anywhere 


DAY OR NIGHT PHONE 


Galveston 3-6468 or 3-4673 
Houston WA 8-5406 
Corpus Christi TU 4-8791 


HOUSTON 








Ample marine horsepower . . . controlled by 
veteran pilots and engineers who understand the sea 

. is a basic part of every G & H offshore towing 
contract. 

Offshore oil operators have found they can depend 
on the experienced judgment of licensed G & H 
crews to provide adequate horsepower for each 
specific towing job .. . large or small . . . any time, 
anywhere . . . from a fleet of 18 modern, diesel- 
powered tugs. 

Let our 35 years’ experience in harbor and off- 
shore towing assist you in solving your offshore 
towing problems, anywhere in the Gulf or Latin 
American waters. 

Call the G & H office nearest you today. No obli- 
gation, of course. 


TOWING COMPANY INC. 


18 MODERN DIESEL POWERED TUGBOATS AT YOUR SERVICE 24 HOURS A DAY 


GALVESTON CORPUS CHRISTI 


802 U. S. National Bank Building 
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Proposed OSSCO structure with a basic design which could be varied for projects in 600-foot deep water or for shot- 
hole drilling in inland waters. The two halves, shown here being towed to location, are attached to bars which also 
connect to the drilling barge, giving a stable unit with low center of gravity while underway. Outer ends would 
have compartments for buoyancy, as would the barge and, possibly, the inner end of each half. 


New Approaches to 


ESIGN of the Higgins Deep 

Water Submersible Barge pro- 
vides a self-contained drilling plat- 
form capable of operating in a range 
of water depths with the same 
equipment. 

The New Orleans firm of Hig- 
gins, Inc., says that advantages of 
its new unit include: 

1) Simplified construction which 
tends to keep initial costs to a mini- 
mum and reduce maintenance costs 
over a long period. 

2) Safety of operation through 
extreme stability in all phases of 
operation. This stability exists 
throughout lowering or raising op- 
eration of the unit. 

3) Maintenance ot sutticient clear- 
ance above mean Gulf level to as- 
sure satisfactory operation under ad- 
verse conditions. 

4) Suitable spread footing for 
sufficient resistance to overturning 
from external forces. 

5) Large bearing area which per- 
mits variation of bottom pressure to 
offset soil limitations in certain 
areas. 

6) Satisfactory boat landings and 
personnel transfer. 

7) Simplified supply handling in 
order to save time and thus reduce 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Proposed designs will 
cut costs... 






. . - push oil frontier 
into 600 feet of water 





Offshore Drilling 


F ee inde in drilling structures 
being advanced by Offshore 
Structures & Service Company of 
Houston, Texas, is said by its de- 
velopers to be adaptable for self- 
contained platforms in water 600 
feet deep or inland water rigs for 
shot-hole drilling.. 

Proposed designs would use a 
scissor-like arrangement—with the 
two halves of the structure towed 
on their sides to the site. A barge 
with drilling equipment would float 
between the two sections and give 
them buoyancy. The unit would 
have a low center of gravity. 


Once on location two bars con- 
necting the halves to each other as 
well as to the barge would be loosed 
from the barge sides. This would 
allow the structural halves to pivot, 
with winches pulling the me ends 
into drilling position as the bottom 
portions sank to the bottom. 

Once the halves were connected 
in an upright position the drilling 
barge would be winched up to 
the top. 

The procedure would be reversed 
to abandon a location, again using 
winches. 

Half could remain .. . If oil were 
found, company officials point out, 


(Continued on page 19) 
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. . - Higgins, Inc., Deep Water Submersible Barge would ensure 
stability by lowering each of three barges independently . . . 
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operating costs. 

The unit has four major compo- 
nents: two side barges, one center 
barge and the drilling platform. 
Any suitable inland drilling barge 
can be used as the drilling plat- 
form—the present design features a 
self-contained, two-level, platform. 


The platform is carried by the 
center barge which is attached to the 
side barges through a series of 
guides. Upon arrival at location the 
side barges are lowered independ- 
ently and the platform locked to the 
columns of the side barges by means 
of a mechanical locking device. 

Then the center barge is sub- 
merged, being restrained and guided 
by the side barge columns. Recovery 
from the drilling location is just the 
reverse. 

Stability control . . . The feature 
of submerging the three barges in 
a guided condition provides stabil- 
ity control and ensures safer oper- 
ation. 

As any sinking body can easily 
turn and move, the guiding feature 


The Higgins Deep Water Submersible 
Barge with all floating components on 
bottom. In towing position the drill- 
ing platform and the center barge 
would connect, and uprights on the 
side barges would extend above the 
drilling platform. Note overhang of 
the multiwell derrick over the center 
barge. Space thus provided would 
be vital for using large protective 
jackets required in deep water opera- 
tions. 


Below, four stages in submerging of 
the Higgins unit. Left to right: float- 
ing, one side barge lowered, both side 
barges down, and center barge down 
with platform locked in place. 
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is of great advantage for deep water 
operation, the company points out. 

All operations will be controlled 
from a central control room on the 
drilling platform. Flooding valves 
are to be controlled electrically. 

Towing to assembly point .. . 
Each of the three floating units has 
sufficient stability to be towed in- 
dependently in sheltered waters. For 
suitable trim the center hull must 
be ballasted slightly to offset an 
overhung drilling floor. 

Once the three units are towed 
beyond any restricted area, they are 
assembled by bringing the side 
barges alongside the center barge 
and engaging the guides. Next the 
derrick is built, and all bulk ma- 
terials and additional equipment 
loaded. 

The assembled unit is then towed 
to location. 

Placing the unit on location .. . 
On site the first side barge is prop- 
erly flooded and lowered on bottom. 
During this operation the center 
barge supports the drilling platform 
and the other side barge provides 
added stability. 

After the first barge is on bottom, 
the second side barge is submerged. 
During*this operation, the side barge 
on bottom provides added stability 
to the center barge, which is still 
supporting the drilling platform. 

When both side barges are on 
bottom, the remaining freeboard of 
the center barge is determined to 
decide which locking recess to use 
in the main supporting columns. 
After determining which recess, the 
center barge compartments are 
flooded and the center barge begins 
to lose freeboard. 

As the center barge loses free- 
board it become sluggish and loses 
buoyancy. This tends to reduce the 
shock loads that might be imposed 
on the locking mechanism if the 
center barge did not become slug- 
gish before engaging the locks. 

As the center barge loses free- 
board completely the locks are en- 
gaged and the center barge descends 
to the bottom, adding mass to the 
bottom unit which will resist lateral 
movement. 

The reverse procedure recovers 
the unit and moves it to another 
location. However, for short moves 
it is only necessary to pump out the 
center compartments of the side 
barges to provide sufficient buoy- 
ancy for normal operation. 


(Continued from page 17) 


half of the structure could be left 
for a production platform. 

Principle for the design was con- 
ceived by Ivan W. Mangone, one of 
four partners in the firm. The other 
three are E. J. Canavier. H. W. 
Olsen, and Jack W. Gregory, with 
a combined total of 90 years of fab- 
rication, construction, and engineer- 
ing experience. 

They say that their unit utilizes 
proven equipment and materials— 
winches, cables, pipe framed trussed 
structures, and drilling barges. 

Adaptability . . . Using the basic 
design, they claim, they could build 
mobile platforms for the deepest 
waters of the continental shelf, con- 
vert bay type submersible drilling 
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barges to deep water operation, or 
convert template type structures and 
standard barges to self-erecting mo- 
bile platforms. 


Base of a structure would have 
inverted channels with eight vertical 
surfaces to give resistance to lateral 
shifting and scouring. 

Further, they say designs would 
give a base of greater perimeter than 
the platform to establish resistance 
to overturning and give necessary 
area for correct loading in the soft- 
est soil. 

Additional anchoring could be 
provided with driven or auger-type 
piling. 

The developers also claim a reduc- 


tion of fabrication, erection, 
moving costs for their designs. 


and 
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Five steps in the OSSCO transportation cycle. 1) towing to a new location. 
2) Halves being winched up into position. 3) Halves up, barge still in floating 
position. 4) Barge raised to top and ready to drill. 5) Moving structure to a 


new location nearby. 


- - - On way to location OSSCO’s scissor-shaped structure has 
low center of gravity needed for safety in towing... 
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SPECIALISTS... 


in Steel Fabrication 





ARNOLD V. WALKER, President F. J. RICHARDSON, Vice President 


Offshore Fabricators, Inc., are specialists in the fabrication of structures for 
r the marine petroleum industry — quarters buildings, heliports, service structures 
> and other related equipment and buildings. 


We offer a complete engineering staff well qualified to handle the many and 

varied problems that may arise in the different types of steel fabrication. Our 

Ni staff members are trained, experienced specialists in all types of engineering, 

design and construction and have been actively associated with oil field work 
{ii for the past five years. 














a Our workmen, drawn from the skilled and experienced shipyard workers in our 
area, take pride in their workmanship and are capable of handling any type con- 
struction efficiently and well. 


Our combination of experience, engineering skill, and advantageous loca- 
tion can expedite your fabrication work. 


Call on us for all types of steel construction. 


OFFSHORE FABRICATORS, Inc. 


YARD OFFICE NEW ORLEANS OFFICE 
P. O. Box 628 205 Warwick Building 
PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI Liberty & Gravier Streets 
Phone 530 Telephone TUlane 0531 
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New approaches to 


Offshore Drilling 


--- @ rapidly sloping, rugged 
ocean floor complicates West 
Coast offshore operations .. . 


GIGANTIC CAISSON 180 feet in diameter and 

50 feet high is the basis for the “peristyle” type 
self-contained platform which three California firms 
have designed to solve the problems of the rapidly slop- 
ing, rugged, West Coast ocean floor. 

The design—made by Terminal Drilling & Produc- 
tion Company, Los Angeles, Pacific Bridge Company, 
San Francisco, and International Engineering Company, 
Los Angeles—was described by J. N. Gregory of 
Termina] Drilling in a paper before the fall meeting 
of the Southern California Petroleum Section, American 
Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers. 

The caisson serves as a submersible hull, with the 
drilling platform supported on seven nine-foot diameter 
tubes extending above the hull. In 310-foot water the 
tubes would be 370 feet long. The unit is adaptable 
for 50 to 350 feet of water, Gregory says. 


Drilling equipment is to be placed on three circular 
decks: 


Top . . . Derrick, drawworks, rotary table, hoist- 
ing equipment, doghouses, logging equipment, portable 
crane, helicopter port. 


Middle . . . Mud system, auxiliaries, tankage, tool 
and parts storage. 
Lower . . . Production equipment, tankage, storage 


for sacked materials, cuttings tank. 


The hull would be sunk on location by filling with 
water, with proper trim maintained by compartmented 
ballast tanks in the hull. 

The hull is to have a cutting edge fitted with jets 
built around its circumference. The jets, structure 
weight, and the edge settle the hull firmly on the floor. 

Use of the jetting system to eject sand and cement 
to build up and level the ocean floor beneath the hull 
is anticipated, and rip rap can be placed around the hull 
to prevent scouring and erosion. 

The seven tubes are also planned as conductor casing. 
The design is said to allow 21 wells—with three to each 
tube, more than seven-foot surface spacing—and to 
make possible exploration of 15 square miles without 
moving the platform. 


Above, the proposed Peristyle platform. Below, side 
elevation of the platform submerged in drilling position. 
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FIG. 2 Elevation Of Peristyle Submerged In Drilling Position 
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Drilling Giant Ready for Sea 


No Changes in AMERICAN TIDELANDS 101! Design 


Ready to resume drilling is Amer- 
ican’ Tidelands 101,° mobile unit 
shown in Yard Number 2 of Alex- 
ander Shipyard, Inc., in New Or- 
leans, before departing for Block 
77 Eugene Island Area to drill for 


Humble Oil & Refining Company. 
No changes in design were made in 
the unit, refurbished after capsizing 
last June while moving off location. 
The barge was originally designed 
and constructed by Alexander Ship- 
yard. 
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Colorado River Jetties Sought 


River channel from Intracoastal Canal to Gulf of Mexico 
would hasten Texas development, companies say 


| ge whegrtd-ganeike permitting shal- 
low draft navigation in the Colo- 
rado River between the Intracoastal 
Canal and the Gulf of Mexico are 
sought by 24 oil companies who 
joined other groups in a hearing at 
Bay City, Texas, November 3. 

In letters filed with Colonel W. C. 
McCrone of the U. S. Army Corps 
of Engineers the companies said that 
a channel giving access to the Gulf 
off the Matagorda Peninsula could 
influence their activity in that area. 

More than 500 people were pres- 
ent at the meeting held by Colonel 
McCrone. R. C. Gusman, mayor of 
Bay City, led the proponents 

Specifically they are seeking con- 
struction of jetties on both banks of 
the river from 10 feet above mean 
low tide to 16-foot-deep water in 
the Gulf. 

Proponents say the jetties will 
carry silt into the Gulf beyond the 
river mouth. A channel has been 
periodically dredged in the river 
between the channel and the Gulf 
since 1941, but the only time the 
bar crossing was dredged out, in 
1953, it completely refilled in five 
months. At low flow the water at 
the bar has been only two or three 
feet deep. 

One company, Tide Water Asso- 
ciated Oil Company, testified that 
the distance saved by the channel 
could well be the determining factor 
in whether offshore development 
takes place nearby or not. 

(Approximately 165,000 sub- 
merged acres are’already under lease 
within a 25-mile radius of the river 
mouth. State blocks in the vicinity 
total about 300,000 acres, with three 
to four times that much acreage in 
the federal area.) 

A letter from The Texas Com- 
pany pointed out that there was at 
present no port within a reasonable 
or safe operating distance from the 
Matagorda Peninsula. 

Fishermen from the area stated 
they have to travel 150 miles to get 
from the town of Matagorda, on the 
bay, to the Gulf of Mexico, six 
miles away. 

Shell Oil Company wrote that a 
permanent channel would favorably 
affect exploration. The company said 
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it has 6,847 acres on the peninsula, 
8,180 in the Gulf nearby, a 640-acre 
tract offshore from the river mouth, 
and may spend several million dol- 
lars in the vicinity. 

Value of the jetties and channel 
for flood control was also discussed. 
In time of flood the bar crossing 
backs water up and causes the river 
to _— over. Ohio Oil Company 
testified that as operator for a Sun- 
Ohio unit it has 33 wells which 
might be harmed by the river back- 
ing up. 

Some of the oil companies sub- 
mitting letters were Ohio Oil Com- 
pany, Sun Oil Company, Atlantic 
Refining Company, Tide Water As- 
sociated Oil Company, Pure Oil 


Company, Seaboard Oil Company, 
Standard Oil Company of Texas, 
Magnolia Petroleum Company, Gulf 
Oil Corporation, Stanolind Oil & 
Gas Company, Kerr-McGee Oil In- 
dustries, Inc., Hunt Oil Company, 
British - American Oil Producing 
Company, and The Superior Oil 
Company. 

Twenty-one oil field service com- 
panies added their support to the 
request. 

No testimony opposing the re- 
quest was made. The Corps of Engi- 
neers will study testimony to see if 
a favorable cost-benefit ratio (i.e., 
probable cost of project in dollars 
divided into probable benefits in 
dollars) exists. 


Colonel W. C. McCrone, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, reading letters entered 
as testimony at a Corps hearing on building jetties at the mouth of the 
Colorado River. At left is W. C. Tillman, president of the Bay City Chamber 
of Commerce; at right, R. C. Gusman, mayor of Bay City. 


364-mile Pipe Lines Under Gulf 
Would Carry Offshore Crude, Gas 


Twin submerged pipe lines 25 
miles from shore extending from 
the vicinity of Sabine Pass to the 
Mississippi River are scheduled by 
a Houston firm. 

Offshore Gathering Corporation 
proposes to finance the $150 million 
pipe lines with a public offering of 
stock. 

A 30-inch line would carry gas, 


and a 20-inch line would carry oil. 
They would be under water 40 to 
60 feet deep. The gas line is 
planned to reach the coastline of 
Mississippi; the oil line will not 
cross the Mississippi River. 

The gas line would tie in with 
existing facilities to serve the East 
Coast. Crude will be run west 

(Continued on next page) 
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from Louisiana offshore oil wells 
to the Port Arthur-Beaumont refin- 
ing center. 

President of Offshore Gathering 
is David C. Bintliff. Other officers 
of the Delaware-organized firm are 
Attorney David T. Searls, vice presi- 
dent; E. D. Bennett of Petroleum 
Consultants, director; Jack G. Tay- 
lor, assistant secretary and treasurer; 
and H. J. Mosser of the Associated 
Oil & Gas Co. and Attorney Daniel 
C. Arnold, both directors. 


California 





Humphrey Didn't Speak 
On Depletion Allowance 


Mention of the depletion allow- 
ance was conspicuously absent from 
a speech made by Secretary of the 
Treasury George Humphrey to close 
the Thirty-Fifth Annual Meeting of 
the American Petroleum Institute 
November 17. 

Oilmen at the San Francisco meet- 
ing had hoped to hear Humphrey 
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present the views of himself and 
other treasury officials on the al- 
lowance. Earlier, API President 
Frank M. Porter said in an inter- 
view the future of the depletion al- 
lowance depends on the attitude of 
the Treasury Department. 

Humphrey expressed his belief 
that prosperity should be based on 
solid ground rather than on infla- 
tion and government spending, and 
told of the administration’s economic 
problems. 

The meeting also heard John R. 
Suman of Houston state that drill 
pipe surpassing the present highest 
API standards will be needed to meet 
future demands for deep drilling. 
He defined deep drilling as below 
20,000 feet. 


Canada 


Offshore Gas Discovery 
Finaled In Lake St. Clair 


A successful offshore discovery has 
been completed by Lake St. Clair 
Gasfields, Limited, of Toronto, Can- 
ada. The test, Number 5-A Lake 
St. Clair, is one mile offshore in 
Lake St. Clair, between Lake Huron 
and Lake Erie northeast of Detroit. 
It is in 15 feet of water. 

On preliminary test between 1,- 
464-77 feet it made a calculated open 
flow of 2 million cubic feet of gas 
daily through perforations which 
had been acidized. 

Harold L. Strader, Houston, Tex- 
as, drilling contractor whose barge 
drilled the well, said the gas flow 
was relatively large for the area. 

The Strader barge has been drill- 
ing in the lake since June, on a series 
of wildcats testing anomalies found 
by gravity meter. It is the first barge 
to operate in Canadian waters. 


Florida 


Interior Dept. Questions 
Florida Offshore Ownership 


Florida ownership of an offshore 
area stretching from Key West to 
Dry Tortugas Island 65 miles to the 
west is being questioned by the U.S. 
Department of the Interior. 

Under its constitution the state 
claims a boundary following along 
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the edge of the Gulf Stream to and 
including Dry Tortugas. 

The California Company recently 
acquired a block of 734,760 offshore 
acres in the Keys area from the Flor- 
ida Internal Improvement Board. 
The company bid $1,106,000 for the 
ten-year lease. 

Clarence A. Davis, acting secre- 
tary of the Interior, has written a 
letter to state officials stating the 
federal government's case. 


Louisiana 





Morgan City-Mississippi 
Route To Be Shortened 


Contract has been awarded for a 
channel 105 feet wide and 12 feet 
deep at mean low water through 
Grand and Six Mile Lakes above 
Morgan City on the Atchafalaya 
River. 

Navigable throughout the year, 
the route will save 172 miles on a 
single trip from the Intracoastal 
Waterway at Morgan City to the 
Mississippi River. 

The Army Corps of Engineers let 
the contract to Standard Dredging 
Company of New York City for 
$224,100. It should be ready for use 
within about 105 days. 





or 

This Texas Tower (radar island) 110 
miles east of Cape Cod, Mass., was 
struck by a 61-foot high wave in late 
November as winds of hurricane ve- 
locity lashed it. The high wave was 
a freak formed when two waves col- 
lided near the east corner of the three- 
legged tower. 
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Terrebonne Bay Block Attracts 
Highest Tidelands Bid Yet Made 


Five thousand acres in Terrebonne 
Bay have brought the highest bonus 
ever offered for a tidelands lease. 
Stanolind Oil & Gas Company and 
Placid Oil Company made a joint bid 
of $10,466,711.56 for Block 121 of 
the South Timbalier Area to the Lou- 
isiana State Mineral Board. 

The bonus was offered at the No- 
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vember 16 state lease sale, with Block 
117 of the same area going for $3,- 
603,333.70 to The Texas Company. 
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of the Caillou Island field and four 
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and covers 5,000 acres. 
Previous highs received were: Fed- 
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eral government, $7,527,000 for Block 
198 of the Ship Shoal Area, paid by 
CATC in the July 12 lease sale; and 
Louisiana, $7,660,111 for a 4,687- 
acre lease, paid by Humble Oil & Re- 
fining Company in May, 1955. 

Average bonus per acre for the 
record tract is $2,093. 

The state has also announced two 
offshore tracts for the December 14 
sale: a portion of Block 24 of the 
West Delta Area, including 1,122 
acres; and the northeast portion of 
Block 26, same area, including 1,602 
acres. They are about four miles west 
of the West Bay field. 


Texaco Plans Expansion 
In Offshore Operations 


About 100 rigs may be running 
offshore from Louisiana by the end 
of 1956, J. S. Leach, chairman of 
the board of The Texas Company, 
predicted recently. About 50 are 
running now, he said. 

He also said that “we expect to 
participate substantially in offshore 
operations in the near future.” 

Leach made the prediction after 
a two-day flying tour of Texaco 
operations in southern Louisiana. 





MR. GUS drills below 
11,000 feet in 84 feet of 
water at Atlantic and — 
Tide Water Federal 
Tract 726, Well No. |, 
off the Texas coast. 


horizons. 
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The Search For OIL... 


The search for oil goes on. The combination of steel, ingenuity 
of man and needs of a nation spur a continued push into new 


We at C. G. Glasscock Drilling Company are proud to have a 
part in the pioneering now being done in the Tidelands of 
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Phone TUlip 4-4861 
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Corpus Christi, Texas 


New Orleans, La. 
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Texas 


RRC Standardizes Naming 
Of Texas Offshore Fields 


New fields found offshore from 
Texas will be named according to a 
standardized system adopted by the 
Texas Railroad Commission. 

Fields in the Gulf are to bear the 
prefix GOM (for Gulf of Mexico) 
plus the number of the block the 
field is in. 

The system, worked out by the 
field naming committee of the Cor- 
pus Christi Geological Society, is 
said to hasten field naming and aid 
spotting. Existing fields would not 
be renamed. 

Using the system Standard for 
Texas’ Chevron field off Corpus 
Christi would have been GOM-ST- 
948 (Gulf of Mexico-Small Tract- 
948) for the tract the discovery well 
was in. 

Other possible designations are 
GOM-LT-10 (for Magnolia’s shut- 
in gas field in large Blocks 9 and 10 
of the High Island Area) and GOM- 
FT-144 (for Stanolind’s gas strike 
in Federal Block 144 fifteen miles 
east of Galveston). 

The system also allows for addi- 
tion of North, South, East, or West 
to a field designation if more than 
one are discovered in one tract. 


Warren Petroleum Becomes 


Gulf Oil Corp. Affiliate 


As the result of a stock deal an- 
nounced in November Warren Pe- 
troleum Company will become an 
affiliate of the Gulf Oil Corporation. 
Gulf and certain major Warren 
stockholders agreed to exchange 
Warren stock for Gulf stock. Basis 
would be eight-tenths of one share 
of Gulf stock for each share of War- 
ren stock. 

Warren has assets of about $20 
million and production in 18 states. 

Eventually Warren would become 
a subsidiary of Gulf. 


Palacios-Gulf of Mexico 
Deep Channel Approved 


A 28-mile, deep water channel 
from Port Lavaca and Palacios to the 
Gulf of Mexico has been approved 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engi- 
neers at Dallas. 

The channel would give a 36 to 
38-foot-deep passage from the Gulf 
Intracoastal Waterway in Matagorda 
Bay to the Gulf by way of Pass Ca- 
vallo, Cotton Bayou, the Colorado 
River, or “other suitable outlets.” 
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Shell Sells Conoco Half Interest 
In Largest Block Off Texas Coast 


Half interest in the largest block 
of acreage off the Texas coast as 
well as the farthest from land test 
yet attempted has been purchased 
from Shell Oil Company by Conti- 
nental Oil Company, the largest off- 
shore acreage holder. 

The block of 103,680 acres, about 
60 miles east of Galveston in the 
High Island Area, was leased by 
Shell in the federal offshore sale 
July 12 in New Orleans. Bonus was 
approximately $5.4 million. 

Conoco will own 51,840 net acres 
and share with Shell the cost of 
drilling each well in the block. Shell 
will be operator. 

A prospector has been staked in 
Block A-104 of the acreage, and 
drilling will begin when C. G. 


Glasscock Drilling Company’s Mr. 
Gus is available. 

Site of the Shell-Conoco test is 
about 63 miles east of Galveston in 
water 90 feet deep. 

The acreage includes Blocks A-71, 
A-72, A-73, A-74, A-76, A-77, A-78, 
A-79, A-80, A-98, A-99, A-100, 
A-101, A-102, A-103, A-104, A-105, 
and A-106. Pure, Sun, Ohio and 
Seaboard oil companies jointly own 
Blocks A-69, A-82, A-95, A-97, and 
half of A-75 in that vicinity. 

Conoco now has an interest in 
691,000 acres in the Gulf of Mexico. 
This includes 146,000 acres off 
Texas, with the remainder off Lou- 
isiana, The company also has an in- 
terest in some 83 offshore oil and 
gas wells. 





Permanent buoy set 1,000 feet from 
the site of a new Shell-Conoco test in 
Federal Block A-104, 63 miles east of 
Galveston. The buoy will be used as 
guide for further surveys. The light 
on top can burn continuously for 200 
days and be visible for three miles. 


Bay Offerings Dominate Texas Sale 


‘ Only | Gulf of Mexico tract offered in December 6 
lease sale, which also opens Caddo Lake for bids 


Only one Gulf of Mexico tract— 
of 810 acres—is offered for sale at a 
Texas School Land Board auction 
December 6, but bay and island 
acreage make up more than half of 
the 27,044 acres for lease. 

The Gulf tract-is Number 2-S, off 
Jefferson County. 

Bay and island offerings total 17,- 
725 acres, of which 7,448 acres is in 
Matagorda Bay off Calhoun and Mat- 
agorda counties. 

A total of 3,640 acres in Laguna 
Madre off Kenedy and Kleberg coun- 
ties is offered. Other bays involved 
in the sale are Aransas Bay, Aransas 
County; Carancahua Bay, Jackson 
County; Copano Bay, Aransas and 
Refugio counties; Corpus Christi 
Bay, Nueces County; Little Bay, Ar- 
ansas County; and Red Fish Bay, 
Nueces County. 

More than 2,000 acres on the 
Texas side of Caddo Lake will be 
offered. Gulf Oil Corporation drilled 
the first overwater test in history 
on the Louisiana side of the lake in 
1911. A law passed by the legisla- 
ture this spring authorized leasing 
of the Texas side. 
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GULF OF MEXICO 


Jefferson County 


Number Tract Acreage Number Tract Acreage 
9. 2-Small 810 
BAYS AND ISLANDS 
Aransas Bay, Aransas County 

10. 178 320 14. 184 320 
11, 179 320 15. 203 320 
12. 180 320 16. 206 135 
Es 181 120 

Carancahua Bay, Jackson County 
17. 200 118 18. 201 140 

Cayo Del Oso, Nueces County 
19. I 500 20. F 400 

Copano Bay, Aransas and Refugio Counties 
ai. 1 510 
Corpus Christi Bay, Nueces County 

22 388 320 

Laguna Madre, Kenedy County 
23 217 750 32. 427 640 
24 219 712 33. 434 640 
25. 414 815 34. 435 640 
26. 415 640 33. 436 928 
27. 422 640 36. 437 531 
28. 423 640 37. 438 640 
29. 424 468 38. 439 640 
30. 425 666 39. 440 640 
31. 426 640 

Laguna Madre, Kenedy and Kleberg Counties — 

40. 213 238 42. 215 640 
41. 214 640 

Laguna Madre, Kleberg County 
43. 211 640 44, 212 320 


(Continued on page 28) 
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Little Bay, Aransas County 


45. 148 155 

Matagorda Bay, Calhoun County 
46. 100 296 49. 279 580 
47. 101 640 50. 280 640 
48. 278 300 

Matagorda Bay, Matagorda County 

os 236 640 oT. 242 640 
52. 237 640 58. 243, 640 
53. 238 640 59. 246 640 
54. 239 115 60. 249 640 
p> A 240 507 61. 250 250 
56. 241 640 

Mustang Island, Nueces County 
62. 1 249.39 

Red Fish Bay, Nueces County 
63. 307-A 390 


Twenty Grand maintains separate 

plants at Cameron (above) and Ber- 4 

wick, La. Right: The company main- Ante aoe os 
tains a fleet of eight trucks, four 

tugs and six barges for quick mud 

and chemical delivery anywhere in 

southern Louisiana. 


TWENTY GRAND 


OIL FIELD SERVICE, INC. 


For prompt, efficient service, day or night . . . Twenty Grand 
Oil Field Service offers the facilities of two completely 
modern plants . . . conveniently located at Berwick, 
Louisiana, and Cameron, Louisiana . . . for quick delivery 

by land or sea anywhere in southern Louisiana. 
For Milwhite drilling muds and chemicals, diesel fuel 
and towing, Twenty Grand service is as near as 

your telephone. 


MILWHITE DRILLING MUD DISTRIBUTORS 
24 Hour Service 

Telephone President 5-2377 ey — 

CAMERON, LOUISIANA BERWICK, LOUISIANA 
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McDermott Claims Bethlehem 
Infringed Building MR. GUS 


J. Ray McDermott and Company, 
Inc., has filed suit in Federal District 
Court in Beaumont alleging Bethle- 
hem Steel Company infringed on a 
McDermott patent in constructing 
Mr. Gus. 

McDermott asks an injunction re- 
straining Bethlehem from making, 
leasing, or selling any apparatus or 
methods defined in U.S. Letters Pat- 
ent Number 2,515-540, issued July 
18, 1950. 





i 


Richard Conner, left, of High Voltage 
Engineering Corp., and Thomas Hub- 
bard of Well Surveys, Inc., compare 
Van de Graaf laboratory particle ac- 
celerator with “baby” accelerator. The 
larger unit is four feet in diameter, 
six feet long, and was the smallest 
unit formerly built. The unit they 
hold is three inches in diameter, 47 
inches long. 


Atom Smasher Squeezed 
To Fit Logging Assembly 


Radioactivity well logging was 
pushed closer to positive identifica- 
tion and location of oil-bearing for- 
mations recently by the first suc- 
cessful test of the world’s smallest 
“atom smasher” by Well Surveys, 
Inc., of Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

The unique neutron generator, 
used in a standard 3 5/8-inch well 
logging assembly, is only three 
inches in diameter and 47 inches 
long, yet provides the most intensive 
beam of neutrons ever used in a well. 

The device is a miniature of a 
Van de Graaf particle accelerator, a 
large radiation-generating machine. 


, 






= 


James A. Cooley of Well Surveys as- 
sembling the smallest “atom smasher” 
at wellhead. 
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Three independents join 
to drill Lousiana test 
past 21,482-foot mark 
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Five 150-horsepower Lucey boilers housed on the front barge supplied power 
to punch the world’s deepest hole past the old record of 21,482 feet. Drilling 
rig and other equipment are on a separate barge, behind the boiler barge. 


Barge Sets World Depth Record 


BARGE-MOUNTED drilling rig 

in Plaquemines Parish has given 
three independent oil operators the 
world’s depth record—held since 1953 
by the Ohio Oil Company in the 
Paloma field of Kern County, Cali- 
fornia. 

Drilled by Richardson & Bass’s Rig 
25, the test is also owned by Freeport 
Sulphur Company of Houston and 
John W. Mecom, Houston oil opera- 
tor. Each has a one-third interest. 

At 7 a.m. on November 9 the Lou- 
isiana test—Number 1 LL&E-Humble 
“L”—passed the 21,482-foot former 
record after 255 days of drilling. It 
had cost about $1.5 million by then. 

The day before passing the record 
the test was shut down at 21,465 feet 
to change a bit. A round trip takes 
more than nine hours. 

Contract depth is 22,500 feet. Rich- 
ardson & Bass’s Rig 25 is capable of 
drilling beyond that depth. 

The test may also set the world’s 


(Continued on next page) 
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Log of the Number 1 LL&E-Humble “L” is inspected after development by 
(left to right) Bob Jemison, with Freeport Sulphur Company; J. K. Hallen- 
burger and C. P. Lanmon, with Schlumberger; Thomas M. Burke, with John 
Mecom, Houston independent, and J. M. Kenney, also with Schlumberger. 
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of its Number 2-A State Lease 1035 
(OCS 019) Block 54. 

The strike made 49.56 barrels of 
oil and 12,500 cubic feet of gas daily 
through a 9/64-inch choke and per- 
forations between 6,854-66 feet. Grav- 
ity of the oil was 35.9. 


South Timbalier Block 54 
Field Gets New Oil Pay 


Humble Oil & Refining Company 
added a new pay to its South Tim- 
balier Block 54 field with completion 









The Cortney Co., Inc. 


MARINE EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 


1225 Magazine Street RAymond 7147 


New Orleans 13, La. 
MARINE - INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 


Wire Rope - Manila Rope - Canvas Products - Wallace & Tiernan Aids to Navigation - 
Fog Horns - Batteries- Anchors & Anchor Chains- Wire Splicing - Nets - Frogged 
Shackles, Sprockets, Wire Rope Clips, Turnbuckles, Rings, Etc. U.S.C.G. Approved 
Ring Buoys, Preservers, Rafts, Water Lights, Etc. And All Other Kindred Products 
& Equipment. 


24-HOUR SERVICE 
Night Numbers in Telephone Directory 











MARINE SERVICE CO. 


BOAT RENTALS 


EXPLORATION - PRODUCTION 


R. L. “Red” Shibley 
HOmestead 5-4122 


1702 Longacre Drive 
Houston, Texas 


J. D. "Johnny" Wiech 
HOmestead 5-5480 
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Two Richardson & Bass drilling crew- 
men with bit brought up from four 
miles deep preparatory to running a 
log. 


(Continued from page 29) 
record for deep production, having 
cored shows below 17,895 feet, deep 
producing record held by a depleted 
well in the North Coles Levee field 
in California. Shows of oil were re- 
ported logged at 22,500 feet and 
22,778 feet. 





After it returns from an eight-mile 
round trip the micro-sonde gets the 
once over from (left to right) Ken- 


ney, Marshall, Lanmon, and J. A. 
Hernandez, all with Schlumberger, and 
three members of the drilling crew. 
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Mooring of Offshore 
Drilling Tenders 


By R. P. KNAPP 


and 


H. V. WAIT 
Humble Oil & Refining Company 


Part I: General Considerations, and Forces 


on the Moored Vessel* 


manage the latter part of 1947, 
a need arose for a permanent 
mooring for safely securing a non- 
propelled converted LST-type drill- 
ing tender in a fixed position, gen- 
erally as shown in Figure 1, a few 
feet from one end of a small pile- 
founded drilling platform, in the 
open waters of the Gulf of Mexico 
where the water depth is approxi- 
mately 60 feet. 

Before then, offshore drilling had 
been conducted from large, costly. 
pile-founded platforms containing 
all the necessary equipment, machin- 
ery, tools, supplies, and hotel facili- 
ties. It was apparent that platform 
costs could be reduced by the use of 
a minimum size platform to support 
that part of the drilling rig equip- 
ment requiring a fixed foundation, 
and the installation of all other facil- 
ities on a floating vessel. War sur- 
plus LST’s were available and of ade- 
quate capacity to serve as drilling 
tenders, but for efficient transfer of 
material and personnel between the 
platform and tender a safe mooring 
was required that would be capable 
of maintaining the tender in a fixed 
position with its bow approximately 
25 feet from the platform. 
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Nowhere in the available technical 
literature on known marine history 
was there a record of a successful in- 
stallation of a similar permanent 
fixed-position mooring for a large 
nonpropelled vessel, located  off- 
shore, in open water. A few free- 
swinging moorings had been at- 
tempted before in open water, but 
these had all been of a temporary 
type and the vessels were self-pro- 
pelled and able to relieve the moor- 
ing loads during strong winds or 
high waves. 


It is difficult to trace the develop- 
ment of the standards of mooring 
design currently accepted by civilian 
and naval marine operators. It is 
clear, however, that the present well- 
established types of moorings owe 
their development to evolution by 
practical experience. These moor- 
ings demonstrate a considerable re- 
gard for the practical limitations of 
installation and maintenance, but 
little theory has been applied to the 
strength calculations of the major- 


* Presented at the American So- 
ciety of Mechanical Engineers Petro- 
leum Mechanical Conference in New 
Orleans September 25-28. 





Figure | 


ity. However, the conventional types 
of moorings have usually functioned 
satisfactorily, and consequently very 
little modern research has been de- 
voted to the field of mooring de- 
sign. 

Some scientific study of mooring 
design has been made during the 
past 30 years by the British and 
United States naval establishments. 
Results of these studies were re- 
viewed, and the important theory 
developed and proven utilized in 
design of permanent moorings for 
offshore oil field development. 

The standard permanent mooring 
for the non-propelled LST-type drill- 
ing tender was designed to with- 
stand the theoretical magnitude of 
forces from wind, wave, swing, 
surge, and ocean currents developed 
on the vessel, in the normal drilling 
position, by the maximum wind and 
current conditions short of a major 
storm. 

A free-swinging storm mooring 
was included as an integral part of 
the normal mooring arrangement. 

It was not considered practical to 
attempt installation of a mooring 
with sufficient strength to withstand 


(Continued on next page) 
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the maximum probable wind and 
current conditions acting simultan- 
eously on the broadside of the ves- 
sel, so deck machinery and chain 
ctowage were provided to alter the 
heading of the drilling rig tender, 
when necessary, 45 degrees to either 
side of the normal drilling position, 
so that a favorable orientation with 
respect to the existing sea conditions 
could be maintained. 

The moored drilling tender is sub- 
ject to forces due to wind, waves, 
swing, surge, and current which may 
be determined with reasonable ac- 
curacy. 

Wind forces The wind 
resistance increases as the square of 
the velocity and is proportional to 
the presented area of the vessel. The 
wind force on the mooring may be 
determined by use of Equation 1: 


kE’ 

(Where: p is horizontal wind load 
on a wertical surface normal to the 
wind, in pounds per square foot; k is 
a constant of 0.004 and E is mean ef- 
fective wind velocity, in knots.) 

The value of k is not the same for 
a moored vessel as for a flat plate. 
The “flat plate” figure is 0.00394. 
Wind tunnel experiments on ship 
models have indicated a value of 
0.00322 for a wind parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of a vessel and a 
value of 0.00296 for a broadside 
wind. In the formula above, a con- 
stant of 0.004 has-been used to pro- 
vide a safe margin over the flat plate 
figures. 

Since the wind force is propor- 
tional to E squared, and not to E, 
the mean wind velocity does not 
give the mean force. If the mean 


RATIO OF BEAM TO DRAFT 
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MIDSHIP SECTION COEFFICIENT 


Figure 2 


wind is M and an alternating wind 
of (plus or minus) v is superimposed 
upon it, the effective wind, E, is 
only slightly less than M plus half 
of v and may be calculated from 
Equation 2. 


E=) 2, 2VM, v2 
hd aed 

(Where: E is mean effective wind 
velocity, in knots; M is mean wind 
velocity, in knots; and v is wind veloc- 
ity, in knots.) 





In the design of the fixed-position 
mooring, the vessel was treated as if 
it were a rectangular box-like vessel 
with the area of each end above the 
water line equal to the end present- 
ment of the drilling tender. The ef- 
fect of wind blowing from all pos- 
sible directions was considered with 
the unit wind load acting upon the 
end and side presentments of the 
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-vessel determined by the use of 


Duchemin’s formula: 
N= 2sinA 
“Pp 1+ sin?A 

(Where: N is horizontal wind load 
normal to a plane vertical surface, in 
pounds per square foot; p is horizon- 
tal wind load on a vertical surface nor- 
mal to the wind, in pounds per square 
foot; and A is horizontal angle made 
by a line parallel to the direction of 
the wind and the plane vertical sur- 
face.) 


Wave forces . . . There was no 
experimental data available on the 
magnitude of horizontal force caused 
by wave action against the side of a 
moored vessel. The force is consid- 
erably smaller than that produced by 
wave action against a fixed wall or 
breakwater and was taken as percent 
of the effect of the wind, as pro- 





The Authors 





Knapp Wait 


The authors, R. P. Knapp and 
H. V. Wait, have been with Hum- 
ble Oil & Refining Company a 
total of 31 years. 


Knapp, who graduated from 
MIT in 1941 with a degree in 
naval architecture and marine 
engineering, is with Humble’s 
Marine Equipment Research 
Group in Houston as a supervis- 
ing petroleum engineer. He 
joined Humble after World War 
II when he left the Navy with 
the rank of Commander. 

Wait is a supervising petroleum 
engineer with the petroleum en- 
gineering group of the Louisiana 
Division. A 1934 mechanical en- 
gineering graduate of Lehigh Uni- 
versity, he has been with the 
company almost 22 years. 











posed by Thorpe and Farrel.’ The 
horizontal force exerted by wave 
action against the bow or stern of 
the drilling tender is included in the 
surge and swing force calculation. 
Surge and swing force . . . The 
horizontal force from surge and 
swing is created when the motion of 
the moored vessel is checked rapidly 
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by the tightening of the mooring 
lines as the vessel approaches the 
limit of the drift they permit. 

The swing and surge forces used 
in the design of drilling tender 
moorings is taken as one-third of 
the effect of wind, acting in a direc- 
tion parallel to the wind force. 

Current force . . . The forces due 
to current acting upon the hull of 
the moored drilling tender can be 
calculated from resistance curves, if 
available, or by use of formulas 4, 
5, and 6. 

When the current flows parallel 
to the longitudinal center line of 
the vessel 


R=45() «2.95 BEV 


(Where: R is total current force, in 
pounds; S is wetted surface area of 
the hull, in square feet; V is velocity 
of the current, in knots; B is projected 
area of tranverse hull sections below 
the water line, in square feet; f£ is 
form factor, varying from 0.15 to 0.6 
for fine lines and square ends, respec- 
tively; and V is velocity of the current, 
in knots.) 


$=CYDL 


(With wetted surface coefficient, 
C*, and displacement, D, determined 
from Figures 2 and 3.) 

(Where: S is wetted surface area of 
the hull, in square feet; C is wetted 
surface coefficient, Figure 2; D is dis- 
placement in tons, Figure 3; and L is 
mean immersed length, in feet.) 

When the current flows normal to 
the longitudinal center line of the 


R=2.32bV" 


(Where: R is total current force, in 
pounds; b is projected area of longi- 
(Continued on next page) 
















[ SENERAY DIESEL ELEC. GENERATOR SETS 


GM 
Model 6-71 
75 KW 


(Continuous) 


85 KW 


(Intermittent) 





3 phase 
60 Cycles 
a mp 220/440 volts 


Fully Remanufactured by General Motors 


6 months new equipment guarantee! With or without switchboard. 
. . . Low Price ... Inspection Invited ... 


Diesel Division--National Metal & Steel Corp. 


Dept. OS, Terminal Island (Los Angeles Harbor) Calif. 
Phone Los Angeles — NEvada 6-2517 
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END RESISTANCE OF LST 


Figure 4 
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This Boat 30’- 8” long — 10’ beam — 30” draft 
Custom built for shallow water operations — all steel cabin and 
hull — used as pumper boat — equipped for oil field marine use. 


ROY BREAUX’S Marine Service Co. 


of Loreauville, Louisiana Phone 2-7852 
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SUPER TUGS FOR SUPER TANKERS 


Built for a major oil company, the UNARE is a 105-foot all-steel super tug powered 
with a 16 cylinder diesel electric motor delivering 1350 shaft horsepower. 
Gulfport Shipbuilding Corporation has built and delivered an impressive total of 
86 of these powerful, rugged work boats—and four more are now under construction. 
Whatever your problem, you are in capable hands at Gulfport. 


“On the Highway to Offshore Drilling” 


GULFPORT 


P. O. Box 1179 
Phone 2-6486 
Port Arthur, Texas 
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Crane Specialists For 
Offshore Work 


LORAIN CRANE DISTRIBUTORS 
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HEAD and GUILD 


5501 NAVIGATION, HOUSTON, TEXAS 


P. O. Box 9187 


SALES SERVICE 
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The Gulf Coast area's largest distributor of Marine 
Electronic equipment—specifically designed to meet the 
requirements of the OFFSHORE industry. 
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(Continued from page 33) 
tudinal hull sections below the water 
line, in square feet; V is velocity of 
the current, in knots.) 

For the LST-type hull, resistance 
curves have been prepared for the 
calculation of the forces of current. 
These curves, Figure 4, give the cur- 
rent resistance in pounds per ton of 
displacement with appropriate scales 
for flow parallel or normal to the 
longitudinal center line of the vessel. 





‘“Permanent Moorings,”  T. 
Thorpe and K. P. Farrell, Institute 
of Naval Architects, September 25, 
1947. 

* “The Speed and Power of Ships,” 
D. W. Taylor, 1933. 


Geophysical Service Buys 
Canadian Gravity Meter Firm 


Purchase of Rogers Exploration 
Service, Limited, of Calgary, Alberta, 
by Geophysical Service, Inc., of Dal- 
las, has been completed. 

Terms were not disclosed. 

Rogers Exploration Service has 
been furnishing gravity exploration 
service to the Canadian petroleum 
industry since September, 1949. It 
had been operating in the United 
States since 1946, and currently has 
three gravity meter field parties un- 
der contract to oil companies op- 
erating in Canada. 

GSI president Cecil H. Green said 
purchase of the Canadian company 
represents a continuation of GSI’s 
planned growth in_ international 
geophysical operations. 


Valves for Undersea Oil Age 
Goal of Rockwell Company 


Providing valves to meet every 
test of the coming “undersea oil 
age’ is a major goal of the Rock- 
well Manufacturing Company's ex- 
panded research and development 
program, W. F. Rockwell, Jr., com 
pany president, told The Security 
Analysts of San Francisco in a mid- 
November address. 

The company has already worked 
with electronics manufacturers to 
develop long-distance microwave 
valve-operating equipment so that 
an operator on shore can turn oil 
on and off at offshore wells hundreds 
of miles away. 

Valves must also be designed for 
long life under special conditions 
imposed by constant exposure to sea 
water, storms, and salt air. 
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Like a squatting squid an underwater gravity meter rests on a boat Tidelands 
Exploration Company of Houston is operating off Sabine Pass. Flanges on 
each of three legs keep it from sinking into the bottom. Each leg can be 
remotely adjusted to level the meter. Springs are for supporting the 250-pound 


meter on deck. 


Offshoremen at work 


Situations of Gravity 


Pie-shaped disputed area between Texas 
and Louisiana being studied by four crews 


ea eso of definite gravity 
are being studied in the pie- 
shaped disputed acreage between the 
High Island Area of Texas and the 
West Cameron Area of Louisiana. 


The study is not being made by 
officials trying to prove which state 
owns what, but rather by four geo- 
physical crews involved in the con- 
stant complex chores of looking for 
structures which might bear oil. 

The Tidelands Exploration Com- 
pany crews operate gravity meters 
on two leased boats operating out 
of Sabine Pass. 

By measuring variations in grav- 
ity between sites about 74-mile apart 
their instruments locate areas of 
varying density. The work being 
done between the states is a continu- 
ation of exploration begun about 
four months ago off Louisiana. 

One boat, the Alatok, and some 
gravity meter men who until then 
had been prospecting in West Texas, 
arrived in Sabine Pass in October. 
A second boat, the Katherine B, 
showed up for work early in No- 
vember. 


DECEMBER, 1955 


Using seagoing gravity meters en- 
cased in pressure shells the four 
crews are taking readings from the 


(Continued on next page) 














B. H. Anderson, one of Gantt’s three 
helpers, at the Lorac which makes 
possible location of a specific site at 
sea. Two stations on shore tell the 
boat when it is on a pre-plotted point. 





Three ways to find out how far down 
the bottom is cluster in the ALA- 
TOK’s cabin. A fathometer and the 


two pressure gauges below it are 


cross-checked to find the important 
depth data. 





Homer Willoughby, supply man, (left) and John Gantt, chief of Party Five, 
debark from the 83-foot ALATOK. Their last gravity meter assignment had 
been in West Texas. The meter and winch for lowering it overside are on the 
left. Mast on top of the cabin is for Lorac, not for fringe area TV. 
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TOPS IN CREW BOATS 





51’ “EQUITY” Crew Boat 
All Steel Diesel 
24 m.p.h. Twin Screw 


Built to A.B.S. and Coast Guard Requirements 
for carrying passengers for hire. 


Barges — Tugs — Drill Tenders 


Equitable Equipment Co., Inc. 


410 Camp St. Dept. R New Orleans 12, La. 








Contract Feeding & Housekeeping 
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® Rig tenders 
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MARINE CATERING SERVICE, INC. 


Pete Menge —G. P. “Hoppy" Hopkins 
Peters Road Box 347 Phone FI llmore 1-3426-7 Harvey, La. 
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Party chief Gantt at the panel which 
controls the meter on bottom. From 
it he can level the meter, integrate 
its motion with wave motion, and 
take the actual reading. 


(Continued from page 35) 


shoreline out to about 60 miles, or 
to the 120-foot depth line. 

Formerly underwater gravity work 
had to be done by a man in a diving 
bell. Now crews winch a LaCoste- 
Romberg meter over the side. Once 
on bottom the meter can be levelled 
by individually adjusting hydraulic 
jacks in each of three legs from a 
control panel in the boat’s cabin. 

The panel operator can also adjust 
an elevator inside the submerged 
case to compensate for wave action 
by making the meter rise and fall 
with the action. 


Location for each site is deter- 
mined electronically by Lorac. Two 
stations on shore notify the boat 
Lorac operator when it has arrived 
on one of the pre-plotted sites. 

Just as location of each reading is 
important, depth of the water and 
tide variations are equally vital. The 
latter factors must be determined to 
map the findings on a single plane. 

Water depth is checked by a fath- 
ometer and two pressure gauges 
which record pressures directly from 
the meter on the bottom via a hose. 
Tide gauge readings are taken in 
a channel. 

Two crews work seven days out 
each to keep one boat running con- 
tinuously—when the weather per- 
mits. Eight men—three boat crew- 
men, a Lorac operator, and the party 
chief and his three helpers—are in 
each gravity meter crew. 

Party chiefs are John Gantt, party 
5, and Barney Barfield, party 9, both 
on the Alatok, and R. E. Slayton, 
party 7, and Alfred Bush, party 8, 
both on the Katherine B. 

Head of the Tidelands gravity 
meter department is George Smith. 
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Mobile Units And Tenders 





-“ SURE TO Ta 
that it’s 


Gulf Coast Area K & G 


Mobile Rigs In Operation 
iii WHERE YOU GET ALL 
OWNER Name Water Depth _ Present Status T as e & £ 














Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. Rig 40 Drilling in Block 84 West 
ee ewe Design, Delta Area for CATC e DRILL PIPE JUNK SHOT 
13’ x 54’ x 160’, with two 
13’ x 14’ x 110’ pontoons e MAGNETIC FISHING TOOLS 
Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. Rig 44 Block 38, Ship Shoal area, ® DIAMOND CORE BARREL MAGNET 
Hayward-Wolff Design, for Kerr-McGee and Phil- 
18%’ x 72’ x 140’ with lips 
two 138%’ x 18% x 140’ 
pontoons 
Ocean Drilling & Exploration “Mr. Charlie” 35’ Drilling for Shell, Block Available 
Company 27, South Pass Area Z 
Hayward-Laborde Design, in 
14’ x 74’ x 220’, with 10’ x 
30’ x 50’ pontoons (2) popular 
The Offshore Company Mobile Unit Leased to Humble, at SIZES 
DeLong Design, 8%’ x No.1 Grand Isle from 
70’ x 203’ with 12 6’ dia. 
caissons most 
The Offshore Company Mobile Unit 58’ Drilling for Phillips fishing 
DeLong Design, 13%’ x No. 2 
117’ x 220’, with 14 6’ dia. tool 
i nh ° 
paneer companies 
American Tidelands, Inc. “i” Drilling in Block 77, Eu- 
Alexander Shipyard De- gene Island Area for 
sign, 12’ x 74’ x 200’ with Humble 
four pontoons 
C. G. Glasscock Drilling Co. “Mr. Gus” 47’ Drilling for Humble Oil & 
Bethlehem Design, 15’ x Refining Company, Block 
80’ x 225’ 772, Port Aransas, Texas 
Ocean Drilling & “John Hayward’ 22’ Drilling for own account, K & G MAGNETIC 
Exploration Company State Lease 1527, Well FISHING TOOL 
Hayward-Laborde Design A-1, Block 67, Ship Shoal 
10’ x 120’ x 180’ Area 
Southeastern Drilling C U d Contract let to Avondal te sind DRILL Pie 
Southeastern Drilling Co. nname ontract let to Avondale ’ 
Friede & Goldman design Marine Ways, Inc. of New That It’s oo Sone 
11’ x 90’ x 156’ with four Orleans K & G 
pontoons 
. . a : de signed, developed 
The Offshore Company Mobile Unit Drilling for Sun _ Oil and manufactured by 
12’ x 74’ x 200’, with four No. 3 Company the pioneers of first 
6’ dia. caissons and four successful magnetic 
Delong jacks fishing tools . . . the 
ONLY company li- 
Zapata Off-Shore Company LeTourneau-Vicksburg, to censed Prag oe 
LeTourneau Design, 20’ x be completed in 1955 under U. S$. Patent No. 
80’ x 140’, with three tri- 2,668,077 
angular legs. K & G CORE 
BARREL MAGNET 











The California Company S-44 South Pass Block 40 
11’ x 90’ x 156’ with four 
3’ x 10’ x 35’ pontoons. 





The California Company . S-45 Being Constructed ' p 
11’ x 90’ x 156’, with four 
3’ x 10’ x 35’ pontoons OIL TOOL AND 

The California Company 8-55 Being constructed SERVICE COMPANY, INC. 
ry BS. 7 cae” 2703 Sackett Street °* Houston 6, Texas 

JAckson 2-5436 

Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. Rig 45 30-35’ Being converted at In- Gulf Coast offices to serve you — 
142’ x 60’ x 138’ 6”,. with galls’ Pascagoula, Miss., LOUISIANA: Houma, Lake Charles, New 
two 10’ x 11’ x 146’ pon- shipyard. Iberia @ TEXAS: Corpus Christi, Edin- 
toons 


burg, Houston, McAllen, Victoria. 
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AVOID COSTLY ACCIDENTS AND 
CUT YOUR 
MUD COSTS 


WITH AN 


MUD SAVER BUCKET 


When breaking out on “wet” 
jobs, simply clamp an OKEH Mud 
Saver Bucket around the drill 
pipe to enclose the tool joint. 
The bucket traps all mud and 
returns it to the ditch. 






Costly mud is 
saved .. . Derrick 
floors are kept 
dry and safe. 


(- 
L 


Mud Bucket 
complete, $240.00. 
Additional sealing 
members, $18.00 
per set. 








Open Position 


Replaceable end and side 
sealing rubbers prevent leakage, 
and buckets are adaptable to 
any size drill pipe by simply 
changing the sealing members. 

AVAILABLE THROUGH 
YOUR SUPPLY STORE 


OKEH Products are Manufactured by 


TEXAS RUBBER & 


SPECIALTY CORP. 
P.O. BOX 7368 HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Owner 
CATC 


Continental Oil Company 


Atlantic Refining Company 
Tide Water Assoc. Oil Co. 


Cities Production Corp. 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


Same Companies as above 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 
Same Companies as above 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


Same Companies as above 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


The California Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

The California Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

The California Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The California Company 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The California Company 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 

The California Company 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Gulf Oil Corporation 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Gulf Oil Corporation 
New tender, 272’ x 60’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Drilling Tenders 


Name 


“J. C. Craig” 


“Carle Sharp’ 


“Ernie Miller 


Water Depth 


56’ 


> 50’ 


” 50’ 


“Jack Cleverley” 


S-21 


S-23 


S-24 


S-26 
“Eagle” 
“Pelican” 
ST-1 
ST-2 


ST-3 


42’ 


38’ 


24’ 


62’ 


25’ 


38’ 


80’ 


101’ 


57’ 


60-65’ 


35-45’ 


Present Status 


Block 59, B-2, West Delta 


Area, Louisiana 


Block 192, B-1, West Cam- 
eron Area, Louisiana 


West Delta, Block 45, 
Well A-1 


West Cameron, Block 62, 
Well A-1. 

West Delta, Louisiana 
Bay Marchand, Louisiana 
Main Pass, Louisiana 
South Pass, Louisiana 
Main Pass, Louisiana 
West Delta, Louisiana 
Block 253, West Cameron 


Area 

Block 180 Vermilion Area, 
Salt Dome Rig 

South Pass 

South Timbalier 


Camanada Pass 





RECORD FOR NEW ORLEANS—When it was launched at The Avondale 
Marine Ways in New Orleans in mid-November the S-55 was the largest steel 
structure, with respect to height and beam, launched in that port to that date. 
Built for The California Company for operations in 75 feet of water, the S-55 
was launched with the heam of the main hull member at 90 feet. The. full 
beam of 150 feet is too great for construction and launching on conventional 
ship building ways. Two other hull members, each 30 feet wide, will be added 
later. It was designed by Friede & Goldman, Inc., of New Orleans. 
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Humble Oil & Refining Co. ST-4 40-50’ Pelican Island 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. ST-5 40-50’ Grand Isle Area 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. ST-6 40-50’ Pelican Island 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. ST-7 40-50’ Grand Isle Area 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. ST-8 35-45’ Camanada Pass 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. “Kermac I” 43’ Drilling for Standard of 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ Texas at Aransas Pass 

with Rig 16 
Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. “Kermac IT” Drilling at Pure’s Block 


New tender, 250’ x 48’ 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 


“Frank Phillips 


212, Galveston Area 


Drilling at Block 18, 
Grand Isle Area, for 
Humble 


Phillips Petroleum Company “K.S. Adams” 382’ Bay Marchand, Block 22 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 
MagnoliaPetroleumCompany MDT-1 20’ Block 89, Eugene Island 
Converted YF Block 110 Field, Well I-2 
MagnoliaPetroleumCompany MDT-2 85’ Well G-4, Eugene Island 
Converted YF Block 126 Field, Block 126 
MagnoliaPetroleumCompany MDT-3 31’ Block 114, Ship Shoal 
Converted YF Block 113 Field, Well B-1 
MagnoliaPetroleumCompany MDT-4 52’ Well A-2, Ship Shoal Block 
Converted YF 114 
MagnoliaPetroleumCompany MDT-5 50’ Well E-1, Block 64, Ship 
Converted YF Shoal Block 72 Field 
MagnoliaPetroleumCompany MDT-6 35’ Well I-6, Block 120, Eu- 
Converted YF wl Island Block 126 
ie 
MagnoliaPetroleumCompany MDT-7 29’ Block 20, South Pelto 


Converted YF 
Pure Oil Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


“R. W. Mcllvain” 


Block 20 Field, Well C-4 
Out of service 


Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. No. 50 Block 144, B-3, Galveston 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ Area 
Zapata Off-Shore Company, “Nola No.1” Drilling for Standard of 


Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 


Llano Drilling Company 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


Not announced 


Texas in Federal Block 
52, High Island Area 
Being build by Levingston 
Shipbuilding Co. 


Self-Contained Platforms 








WELDING FITTINGS AND 
FORGED STEEL FLANGES 


Pumps — Switchboards 
Motors — Generators 
* 


Industrial & Marine Engines 
Blowers & Fans (A-C & D-C) 
Specializing in D-C Marine 
Equipment 
Armored Marine Cable, 
Leaded & Non-Leaded 


32-V Marine Equipment 
Motor Generator Sets 
Marine Fixtures 
Magnetic Controls 


Equipment Engineer- 
ing & Supply Co., Inc. 


Phone CRescent 6661-2 
3538 Pauger St. New Orleans, La. 








Depth 
Year of 
Company Description Built Location Water 
CATC 220’x 106’ 1955 Block 47 Grand Isle, La. 95’ 
Continental Oil Co. 
Atlantic Refining Co. 
Tidewater Assoc. Oil Co. 
Cities Production Corp. 
Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 110’x 206’ 1947 Block 18 Grand Isle, La. 50’ 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. 75’x 398’ 1954 State Tract 10, S.W. of 
Sabine Pass, Texas 30’ 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. 52’x 168’ 1948 Block 119 Eugene Island 
Area, Well H-5 
Phillips Petroleum Co. 85’'x 140’ 1955 Block 184, Eugene Island area, 


company tools 


Shell Oil Company 82’ x 197’ 1955 Block 42, South Pass, La., 
(Loffland Bros. rig) 72’ 
The California Co. “L” Structure Bay Marchand, Louisiana 


Gulf Oil Corporation 120’x 145’ 1955 Block 154 Ship Shoal Area 60’ 
being built by Avondale 
Marine Ways, New Orleans 
Block 47, Eugene Island 22’ 
Area, well B-1 

Coon Pointe area 12’ 


Coon Pointe area iz 


Pure Oil Company 106’x 50’ 1955 


Max Pray 
May Pray 


85’ x 195’ 1955 


162’ x 70’ 1955 
width at derrick, 120’ 
at pipe rack) 
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e Crude Oil Transportation 


e Deck Barges 
e Water Barges 
e Drilling Barge Moving 


e Diesel fuel delivery to drilling 
barges and drilling locations 


Houma Louisiana 


Phone: 2-2413 
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WHY EXPERIMENT — BE RIGHT THE FIRST TIME 
Use Proven MECO Distillation Units That Have Already Met and Passed All Tests 


DEPENDABILITY 7— Manufactured of non-ferrous materials, and using BIG en- 
gines, MECO units are designed to operate continuously 
—and they do so. 


PARTS AND SERVICE?—Direct from the factory in New Orleans, and available 24 
hours a day. Complete parts stock, and trained service 
engineers. 


EXPERIENCE?— MECO units have logged hundreds of thousands of operat- 
ing hours, producing millions upon millions of gallons of 
fresh water on platforms and tenders—where it is needed. 


The picture below shows two 300 GPH units 
on their way to a "repeat order" customer. 


Pure Water = = 5 ia Compact 
From the | 7 cage US Ba ota Self-Contained 
Noe : Economical 


MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT COMPANY, INC. 


861 Carondelet St. New Orleans 12, La. MAgnolia 7271 











‘Servicing the Oil Field Industry”’ 


LOCKPORT SHIPYARD, INC. B & B TOWING COMPANY, INC. 


Steel construction, repairs and conversions Tugs—"Etiennette Bollinger," "Pappy Boyd," 


Sand blasting and metallizing service “Agnes Rielly" and “Bud Bollinger" 
Phone 2554 Complete towing and barging service 


2685 Phone 2554 - 3137 


B & B TUS AND BARGE CO., INC. B & B MUD AND WAREHOUSE CORPORATION 
Dealers in Milwhite Products 
Complete warehouse and sales facilities 
Phones: Office — 2554 a Lockport and Leeville, La. 
Nights — 3137 Phones: Office — 2554 
— 3260 Nights — 3202 
— 3206 


Complete barge and tug rental service 





BOLLINGER MACHINE SHOP AND SHIPYARD, INC. 


Machine work, welding and general repairs 
Modern boat ways 


Phone: 2554 
2555 
2556 


For your convenience — 


ALL HANDLED from one OFFICE 


LOCKPORT, LA. 
Situated on Bayou La Fourche, La., in the heart of the Oil Field Industry 


24-Hour Service 
OFFSHORE 





FIRST CLASS 
Permit No. 14 
(Sec. 34.9 P. L. & R.) 


Conroe, Texas 


THIS CARD 


To subscribe to 


Offshore 


. and let us 
bill you later. 
$2.00 FOR | YEAR... 
$3.00 FOR 2 YEARS 
- » » $5.00 FOREIGN 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY 


OFFSHORE 


The Marine Oil Operations Journal 


P. O. BOX 977 
CONROE, TEXAS 
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| Offshore | SUBSCRIPTION CARD R % E 


P. O. BOX 977 

CONROE, TEXAS THIS CARD 
Gentlemen: 

(J Please enter my subscription for one year and bill me for $2.00. 


To subscribe to 
( Please enter my subscription for two years and bill me for $3.00. 


soak testes Offshore 


Name 
ai a intsnihelesebasiseianiongeninelnensiaiaeniniisians - .. and let us 

bill you later. 
$2.00 FOR | YEAR... 
sessernanneecssusonnsnnoenessossatanssseecsayes $3.00 FOR 2 YEARS 
tiated aia sctiliaiehimmeinaetinligiiabianatiidesiiintiid . - » $5.00 FOREIGN 
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News from the 


SHIPYARDS 





Southeastern To Get Mobile Unit 


Dallas firm contracts with Avondale for construction 


of offshore unit for 25-foot depths in open sea 


"Pps sap for a mobile drilling 
unit for the Gulf of Mexico has 
been let by Southeastern Drilling 
Company of Dallas to Avondale 
Marine Ways, Inc., of New Orleans. 
Southeastern’s unit will be of a self- 
stabilizing, submersible, elevated 
deck type, and is similar to several 
now in operation. 

Designed by Friede and Goldman, 
Inc., New Orleans naval architects 
and marine engineers, it will be able 
to operate in the open sea in water 
25 deep and in greater depths in 
more protected waters closer to 
shore. 

The unit has a slotted hull with 
an elevated drilling deck, supported 
by fixed columns. The hull will be 
raised and lowered hydraulically. 
Four pontoons, nested in the bot- 
tom, maintain stability during low- 


Drilling Tender Ordered 
By Midland Drilling Firm 


Llano Drilling Company of Mid- 
land, Texas, has contracted with 
Levingston Shipbuilding Company 
of Orange, Texas, for construction 
of a $1.5 million drilling tender. 

The Midland firm, headed by Jack 
D. Riggs, president, and Paul H. 
Myer, vice president, is operating 
five rotary rigs for deep drilling in 
West Texas and New Mexico. 

The tender will be 260 feet long, 


ering and raising operations. They 
are actuated by hydraulically oper- 
ated rams. 

The hull is of anti-scouring de- 
sign, with provision for proper tow- 
ing efficiency and speed. 

Southeastern’s unit will be able to 
support a 1 million pound derrick, 
all drilling equipment, a helicopter 
landing platform, and _air-condi- 
tioned quarters for 32 men. 


Characteristics are: length, 156 
feet; beam, molded, 90 feet; depth 
of hull, 11 feet; draft under tow, 
6 feet 6 inches; slot width, 12 feet 
6 inches; and slot length, 35 feet, 
3 inches. 

Southeastern currently has a drill 
barge operating in the Gulf of Paria 
off Trinidad for Antilles Petroleum 
Company, Ltd. 





One week after being completed by Alexander Shipyard, 
Inc., of New Orleans, the Roscoe Hobbs 4 was making hole in marshland 
drilling operations at Golden Meadows, Louisiana. Commissioned by the Mis- 
sissippi River Fuel Corporation, the 165-foot barge is being operated by H. L. 
Rowley, Inc. It has a 10’ x 75’ slot and can submerge a little better than 10 
feet. At a depth of 10 feet the lower deck remains above water. A special 
feature is an electrically driven conveyor which carries dry mud from the 
service boat to the storage room, where another conveyor takes the mud to mix- 
ing tanks forward. : 


54 feet wide, and 16 feet deep. It 
will have air-conditioned quarters 
for 50 men and will be equipped 
with modern conveniences and safe- 
ty features. 

Llano plans to use an Oilwell 96 
rig capable of drilling in the 20,000- 
foot range for its offshore opera- 
tions. 
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PLATE GLASS 
IS AN OFFSHORE 


HAZARD 














STRENGTH 
FLEXIBILITY 
SECURITY 


FOR 








We Stock & Fabricate All Plastics 


CUNNINGHAM 
Engineering Co. 
Tel. 5-2533 Beaumont, Tex. 
4790 Port Arthur Rd. 











Fire Extinguisher 


FREE 


Fire Protection 
oan needs Inspection 


Inspection Service 





— 
— 


Walter Kidde Sales & 


Service of La., Inc. 


915 Gaiennie St. CA-9905 


NEW ORLEANS, LA. 









ioxide Port- 
Carbon Dioxide 
vo Dry Chemical, Sede 
id, Foam, Vapor 
aod CO;,-Operated — 
Extinguishers, CO; hose re 


and Systems. 








Day 2729-3352 
Night 3180-2741 


R & H GROCERY 


Roy and Herman Plessala 


Phones: 


24-Hour Marine 
Service 


Corner First and Canton St. 
BERWICK, LA. 
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New drydock installed by Harvey Canal Shipyard and Machine Shop on the 
Intracoastal Canal at Harvey, Louisiana. 





In the 1100-ton drydock is the 


dredge SHOVELER, which belongs to Bay Towing and Dredging Company of 
Mobile, Alabama. The 138’ x 68’ drydock is capable of handling boats to 140 


feet long. 


Harvey Canal Shipyard Expansion 
Program Adds 1,100-ton Drydock 


A* 1100-TON drydock which can 

handle craft up to 140 feet long 
is part of a general expansion pro- 
gram at the Harvey Canal Shipyard 
and Machine Shop on the Intracoast- 
al Canal at Harvey, Louisiana. 

The drydock, built by Ingalls Ship- 
building Corporation at Pascagoula, 
Mississippi, is 138’ x 68’ and cost 
$150,000. Plans call for its imme- 
diate use to service several cargo 
vessels for offshore work. The dry- 
dock is of a pontoon type. 

The company is using the drydock 
in doing a complete overhaul on the 
dredge Shoveler, which is owned by 
Bay Towing and Dredging Company 
of Mobile, Alabama. It also has 


handled work on a U.S. Coast Guard 
air-sea rescue boat, one of nine 83- 
foot boats which the company over- 
hauls for the Eighth U.S. Coast 
Guard District. 

The company is also expanding 
its machine shop to handle complete 
repairs on stainless steel and bronze 
propellers up to 85 inches in di- 
ameter. It is already capable of mak- 
ing or repairing shafts, housing, and 
gears. 

Other expansion activity includes: 

1) Adding facilities for sand- 
blasting and metallizing. 


2) Increasing steel fabrication fa- 
cilities so almost any major part can 
be made for quick replacement. This 
will cut the time a boat is on the 
ways or in the drydock. 

3) Placing of electric wires, air 
hoses, welding hoses, and hydraulic 
lines underground with outlets 
where needed. 





A PROVEN DESIGN... 





FOR EXTRA POWER 
AND PERFORMANCE 


Built for Felix Bruney, of Aransas Pass, 
Texas, the 38-foot ALINE B has a cruis- 
ing speed of 24 mph—and packs power 
and performance into a fast, rugged hull 
design that is winning wide popularity 
in the marine oil fields. 
For auxiliary floating equipment 
of any kind, write, wire or call: 


MARINE 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


J. M. Dilsaver, Jr. 
Phone 3604 Patterson, La. 
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Do your needs call for 


immediate action? 










Whether you need a mahogany 
steering wheel or a mile of rope 
i % in a hurry, Texas Marine & Indus- 
{ & trial Supply Company is ready— 
Z 24 hours a day—to supply those 
needs. 
Our large inventory covers all your needs, whether you're look- 
ing for American Brand Rope, Pyrene C-O-Two Fire Equipment, 
Perko Marine Lamps and Hardware, International Marine Paint, 
Marine Life Saving Equipment, Safety Tools or any other 
marine items. 
Call the Southwest's largest, most complete marine supply 
house for any-and-all marine supplies . . . and for fast, con- 
scientious service. 


TEXAS MARINE & INDUSTRIAL 


SUPPLY CO. 
Wholesale Marine & Industrial Supplies 
HOUSTON 8106 Harrisburg Blvd. GALVESTON 
WA 6-177] HOUSTON, TEXAS 5-8311 














We have: 
ortunately —Warehouse and live wire sales organization in 
Harvey, La., in the heart of the Gulf Coast oil 
the finest... activity. 
Hotel * 
We want: 


© Beautiful rooms and suites . . . smartly Hard lines suitable for oil field trade, on consign- 


fashioned for modern living and old 
fashionea comfort. Refreshingly cooled 
with refrigerated air. Attentive service 
. « « friendly spirit . . . an experience 
in gracious living. 


ment or brokerage basis. 


HOME OF THE FAMOUS 
COCK 'N' BULL GRILL 


a LOliUhgne). GILBERT M. COX 


P. O. Box 123 Phone FI llmore 1-4338 Peters Road 
HARVEY LOUISIANA 
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PLATFORM 
CRANE 
SPECIALISTS 











New & Used Cranes for Platforms, 
Barges, etc. 


BOEHCK 


Engineering Co., Inc. 


Rental — Sales — Service 
iN HOUSTON IN BEAUMONT 
5806 Long Drive 4705 Port Arthur Rd. 
Phone OL-4-4331 Phone 5-3495 








FOR THE OFFSHORE 
OIL FIELDS ... 


MARINE 
© 


ELECTRICAL 
* 


INDUSTRIAL 
SUPPLIES 











L. F. GAUBERT & C0. 


700 S. Broad St. 





Shakedown cruise .. . . .. at Pascagoula 





On hand for recent trial runs of the MARINE SERVICE, 135-foot offshore 
supply boat built by the Arnold V. Walker Shipyard of Pascagoula, Miss., for 
Sea Service, Inc., of Harvey, La., were the following dignitaries: Standing, 
left to right, K. F. Hasselmann, president, Salt Dome Production Corporation; 
Paul H. Meyer, vice-president, Llano Drilling Co.; Sam Lloyd, chief engineer, 
Salt Dome; Dan Aleman, manager, Sinclair’s offshore division; Capt. J. C. 
Wendland, USCG; Arnold V. Walker, president, Arnold V. Walker Shipyard; 
and Capt. J. B. Rucker, USCG. Kneeling is Bill Henderson, president and 
general manager of Sea Service, Inc. Below, MARINE SERVICE, the second 
135-foot offshore supply boat to be built and delivered by the Arnold V. 
Walker Shipyard to Sea Service, Inc. 








New Orleans, La. 








FLOATING DRYDOCK 


Repairs on boats up to 140’ in length, 
barges up to 180’ in length and 40’ wide. 


CONRAD InbustRies, inc. 


Box 790 Phones: = 


MORGAN CITY 2579 LOUISIANA 
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SERVICE PERSONALITIES ...... In the News 





Killgore District Supervisor 
For New A. R. Salley Office 


C. F. Killgore has been named 
a of the new district 
office of A. R. Salley & Company 
~ of Morgan City, 
Louisiana. The 
company, with 
main offices at 
Houston, designs 
and constructs oil 
and gas facilities. 

They offer a 
lease service of 
men and equip- 
ment for force account work as well 
as contract bidding on construction 
projects. 





Dugan Southwestern District 
Manager for U.S. Motors 


Jack Dugan has been named 
Southwestern District manager for 
the United States Motor Corpora- 
tion of Oshkosh, 


Wisconsin. 
His office will 
remain in Hous- 


ton, where he was 
formerly South- 
western field en- 
gineer for Cook 
Electric Company 
of Chicago. 

He will work with U.S. Motors 
Corporation dealers in New Mexico, 
Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and 
Louisiana. 





Rockwell Picks W. F. Gulley 


As San Francisco Manager 


William F. Gulley has been ap- 
pointed San Francisco district man- 
ager for Rockwell Manufacturing 

Smee ~ Company's meter 
and valve divi- 
sion. 

. He has been 
Seattle district 
sales manager 
since 1951, and is 
succeeded there by 
Roy E. Nimitz, a 
sales engineer in 
more than _ three 









San Francisco 


years. 


U.S. Steel's Supply Division 
Names Field Representatives 


Appointment of two field repre- 
sentatives in the Gulf Coast Area of 


DECEMBER, 1955 


U. S. Steel’s Oil Well Supply Divi- 
sion have been announced. 

James S. Necessary, formerly store 
manager at New Iberia, Louisiana, 
has been named field representative 
at Lake Charles. New field repre- 
sentative at Beaumont is Robert E. 
Beattie, formerly manager of the 
Houma, Louisiana, store. 


Holt District Sales Engineer 
For H. C. Smith Tool Company 


Cleve Holt has been named district 
sales engineer for H. C. Smith Tool 
Company. From headquarters in 
Houston he will service East Texas 
and Louisiana. 


Alco Products Inc. Appoints 
Sieder Marketing Manager 


Everett N. Sieder is new market- 
ing manager for Alco Products, Inc., 
of Schenectady, New York. He will 
be responsible for sale of heat ex- 
changers, evaporators, feedwater 
heaters, pressure vessels, and other 
process equipment. 


Haltenberger World-Wide 
Representative for Cardwell 


Jules Haltenberger will travel all 
over the world to visit government 
representatives and other Cardwell 

: } customers, it was 
_ announced recent- 
_ ly by the Cardwell 
| Manufacturing 
Company. 







Haltenberger, 
| who has been in 
the petroleum in- 
dustry since 1936, 

a attended the Uni- 
versity of Budapest and later gradu- 
ated from the University of Michi- 
gan with a degree in mechanical en- 
gineering. 

He spent several years in Hun- 
gary as a dealer for Cardwell Manu- 
facturing Company and The Cater- 
pillar Tractor Company, later join- 
ing the Ford Motor Company in 
Budapest as chief engineer. 

He left Hungry after the war be- 
cause of the Russian occupation and 
was in Argentina several years be- 
fore returning to the United States. 


Higgins Official Writes Book 


"Tales of the Mississippi’ by three New Orleans men 
has rare illustrations, amazing stories of the river 


The story of the great, gawdy, 
and sometimes incredible ones 3 
pi River from the day that Fernan 


oO 





De Soto first beheld it to the present 
is told in “Tales of the Mississippi,” 
a new book which Ray Samuel, pub- 
lic relations director for Higgins, 
Inc., of New Orleans, helped author. 


The 240-page book tells tales of 
the river breaking through _ its 
levees, steamboat races, women cap- 
tains and pilots, river gamblers, 
showboats, and how the mighty Mis- 
sissippi still plays rough today. 

One chapter, titled “You Take 
Your Berth An’ You Take Your 
Chances,” describes disasters which 
plagued the steamboats. 

“Tales of the Mississippi,” is illus- 
trated by 316 rare photographs, 
prints, and drawings, many of them 
contemporary and never before pub- 
lished. 

Other authors are Leonard V. 
Huber and Warren C. Ogden, both 
also of New Orleans. 

Publisher is Hastings House of 
New York City. 
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Season's Greetings 2 

ho 2 
DELTA MARINE ELECTRIC 4 


Business is a real pleasure when there are friendly folks like you to make 


it pleasant . . . Thank you, sincerely, and cordial good wishes for this 


Holiday season and the coming year. 


DELTA MARINE ELECTRIC CO., INC. 


New Orleans 


oS) 


es 


<< 


Bw 


AAA 





Dimensions: 


125’ length 
9 moulded depth 
30’ beam 


Power: 


Twin tandem 
6-110 GM 
diesel engines 


Speed: 
14 mph 
Auxiliaries: 


Two 30 kw (110-220) 
a-c generators 
4-in. ballast pump 

3-in. F & B pump 
3-in. F.O. pump 
F.W. pressure set 
S.W. pressure set 
Two air compressors 
Anchor windlass 
\'/fg-in. chain 
Towing winch 


Appliances: 


All electric—stove, 
refrigerator, 
deep-freeze, 
water heater, 
water fountain 


Accommodations: 


Captain's quarters 
Two officers 
Six crew 


Cargo: 


Cargo capacity, 
450 tons 


Construction: 


All-steel 

¥%” shell 

¥_” deck plating 

5/16” super- 
structure 

5/16” bulkheads 





BURTON-BUILT... 
For the OFFSHORE OIL INDUSTRY 





The GEO. FALGOUT 


This 125-foot self-propelled barge was designed, engineered and constructed especially for offshore 
duty. Powered with twin tandem 6-110 GM diesel engines, supplied by Stewart & Stevenson 
Services, Inc., of Houston, Texas, the GEO. FALGOUT has a speed of 14 mph and is ideally suited 


for oilfield hauling. Delivered to the Falgout Boat Company of Galveston, Texas, the GEO. FALGOUT 
is typical of the fine craftsmanship and "know-how" that goes into every Burton-built boat. 


MAKE SURE YOURS IS BUILT BY BURTON! 


Marine Railway - Propeller Reconditioning Shop 


P. O. Box 1712 
os J) eM Gtkow Geek. tae 


Phone 2-6496 


INC. 


SHIPBUILDING CO. 
PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS 
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New Equipment 





A Dorreo D-Sander unit. Developers say that removal of sand from drilling 
mud with their unit saved an average of $2,500 on each of seven wells in 
Southwest Louisiana. 


D-Sander Cuts Drilling Costs* 


ESTING of a new method of 

continuously de-sanding drilling 
fluids in seven wells in Southwest 
Louisiana has shown these benefits 
to be obtainable: 

1) Longer bearing life which in- 
creases jet bit performance by 20 
per cent, conventional bit perform- 
ance even more. 

2) Life of slush pump parts in- 
creased 300 to 400 per cent. 

3) Decreased down time. 

4) Repair costs reduced on all 
parts of the mud systems such as 
valves, goosenecks, swivel washpipes, 
etc. 

5) Tank cleaning eliminated when 
drilling in fast sandy hole. 

6) Internal abrasion of drill pipe 
greatly reduced. 

7) Tool joint threads protected 
from galling by sand. 


*Abridged from a paper presented 
by D. E. Wuth, development en- 
ineer for Dorr-Oliver, Inc., and 
R. L. O’Shields, sales engineer for 
Salt Water Control, Inc., to the 
American Association of Oilwell 
Drilling Contractors in Houston Sep- 
tember 26-28. Original title was 
“New Mud Desander Cuts Drilling 
Costs.” 


DECEMBER, 1955 


8) Crew morale noticeably in- 
creased by reduction of routine 
cleaning and repairing chores. 

Basis of the new method is the 
Dorrco D-Sander, made by Dorr- 





the 


Fifteen-inch bit used without 
D-Sander. It drilled 2,710 feet of sur- 
face hole in 18.5 hours. Bearings are 
visible through the one-inch cleavage 
between cutter cones and outer shank. 


Oliver Incorporated of Stamford, 
Connecticut. 

The D-Sander removes sand by 
means of a DorrClone, which is a 


(Continued on next page) 





Fifteen-inch bit used with the D-Sand- 
er, It drilled 2,573 feet of surface hole 
in 16.5 hours, was making hole at 90° 
feet per hour when surface hole was 
completed, and was in good useable 
condition. 
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A. C. Diesel Generator Units—100 KW General Motors 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Engine: Generator: 
General Motors 6'/2"’ Bore Westinghouse & Delco 1200 RPM 
Model 3-268A 7” Stroke 100 KW 2.5 KW Exciter 
150 HP Hydraulic Speed 440 Volt 20 KW 120 Volt 
3 Cylinder Control Governor 3 Phase Aux. Generator DC 
1200 RPM 60 Cycle 


Subject to inspection and prior sale. 


INGRAM SUPPLY CO. 


1313 Gulf Street Phone 2-3400 Beaumont, Texas 








For the Life of Your Structure 


INTEGRITY, ABILITY IN 
COATING APPLICATIONS 


Coating and maintenance are deciding 
factors in whether an offshore structure 
will continue to be useful, or be short- 
lived due to corrosion. To keep down 
maintenance cost, the coating must be 
applied properly. 


Vapor Honing Company, Inc. uses all 
known techniques to check out and in- 
sure a perfect coating job. We offer 
the best in corrosion protection for your 
offshore, swamp and Gulf Coast equip- 
ment. 





Experienced coating applicators of all types coating. 


VAPOR HONING COMPANY, INC. 


Phone UN 1-0476 Member NACE 
Box 7734 


7018 Katy Road 
Houston, Texas 


Phone FI 1-2712 
Box 93 


Peters Road 
Harvey, La. 











BERWICK BAY SHIPYARD CO. 


DRY DOCKING AND COMPLETE REPAIRS 


165’ Dry Dock Under Construction 
Two Marine Railways — Up To 500 Tons 


MACHINE AND PROPELLER SERVICE 


WELDING SAND BLASTING 
WOODWORKING SHOPS METALLIZING 
e * 


PHONES: 2234 — 6289 


Berwick, Louisiana 
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ik COMPARISON OF DRILLING TIME 
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A comparison of drilling time to 9,200 
feet, plus, using Richardson & Bass 
Rig 10, with and without the D- 
Sander. 


(Continued from page 47) 


cylindro-conical liquid cyclone classi- 
fying device similar to a conven- 
tional air cyclone. 

Raw mud is introduced tangential- 
ly to the top of the DorrClone under 
pressure, causing rapid rotation of 
the mud and formation of a liquid 
cyclone with extremely high cen- 
trifugal forces. 

Coarse sand particles are thrown 
to the walls of the unit and dis- 
charged through an adjustable apex 
valve. the de-sanded mud stream 
counter-spirals up the interior of the 
unit and discharges from the vortex 
finder to an overflow manifold for 
return to the suction pit. 

The interior of the DorrClone is 
formed from five easily replaceable 
Hycar blocks compounded for abra- 
sion and chemical resistance. There 
are no moving parts in the Dorr- 
Clone—centrifugal forces developed 
by the velocity of the mud stream 
are responsible for sand rejection. 

Description of the D-Sander . . . 
The D-Sander has three basic parts: 
a centrifugal pump, a driver for the 
pump, and a battery of DorrClones 
mounted in parallel. Except for 
barge rigs, components are inte- 
gerally mounted on a skid for truck 
transportation. The pump driver is 
available as either gas/gasoline, die- 
sel, steam, or electric motor. 


For more information check ITEM 1 
on Inquiry Card. 
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STACKING AREA 


WELDING STATION 


TRACTOR 


LIFTING CRANE 




















WELDING STATION COATING MACHINE 


X-RAY PRIMING STATION COATING MACHINE 
F INITIAL POSITION 


INAL POSITION MOVABLE PIPE SUPPORT 


INITIAL POSITION 












COMPACTION MACHINE 





ASPHALT LAY BARGE 














PRIMED PIPE STORAGE 





COLD MIX CONTAINERS STORAGE 


PRIMED PIPE STORAGE 












Pipe line progress 


Pliable Asphalt Mastic Coating 


Applied 


On Barge Just Before Laying Pipe 


A TOUGH, pliable asphalt mastic 
coating which its developers say 
offers three advantages over concrete 
or other pipe line coatings offshore 
was demonstrated October 25 in 
New Orleans. 

The demonstration took place at 
the Equitable Equipment Company 
yards. 

Timkote (brand name of the new 
product) is owned by Southern Pro- 
duction Company, Inc., of Fort 
Worth. 

Advantages of the new coating are: 

1) It is up to 30 per cent more 
economical to use. 

2) It can be handled and laid 
without cracking. 

3) It gives better and longer pro- 
tection to pipe. 


In a single application Timkote 
provides protection against corro- 
sion as well as the additional weight 
required for marine pipe lines. 

Timkote is applied on the lay 
barge after pipe is welded and im- 
mediately before it enters the water, 
thus eliminating expensive methods 
and equipment required to coat, 
transport, and lay concrete-coated 
pipe. 

It is also said to permit pipe lines 
to be laid in open waters of un- 
limited depth without damage to the 
coating. 

Besides being exceptionally plia- 
ble, the asphalt mastic is highly re- 
sistant to shock and abrasion. 

The Timkote process was devel- 
oped by General P. H. Timothy, 
formerly World War II chief engi- 


For more information check ITEM 2 on Inquiry Card. 


neer on the staff of General Omar 
Bradley. 

General Timothy demonstrated 
the practicability of marine use of 
asphalt in 1935 when he was assist- 
ant division engineer for the Gulf 
of Mexico Division. Jetties at that 
time were capped with concrete to 
prevent damage by wave action. 
General Timothy proposed consoli- 
dation of stone jetties by asphalt 
and reconstructed the Galveston 
jetty with asphalt that same year. 
The jetty has withstood heavy seas, 
direct rays of a semi-tropical sun, 
and occasional freezing temperatures 
since then. 

The new coating consists of a 
mixture of asphalt and barite aggre- 
gates internally reinforced with glass 
fibers and externally reinforced with 
a glass mesh outer-wrap. 
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COMPACTION MACHINE 
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WELDING STATION 














i) 
COATING MACHINE 
FINAL POSITION 


PONTOON FLOATS WITH HAND WINCH 


COATING MACHINE 
INITH AL POSITION 









MOVABLE PIPE SUPPORT 


MOVABLE PIPE SUPPORT 
INITIAL POSITION Fi 1ON 


INAL POSIT: 


POINT OF CONTACT 
WITH GULF BOTTOM 









Lowering the pipe to the floor, in bottom drawing. Only limitation on bending of the pipe line is that of the steel. A 
12% -inch line coated with Timkote is said to be capable of being bent to a radius of 300 feet without damage to steel 


or coating. 
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\ CANTILEVER PIPE SUPPORT 



















POWER 


Made especially for the 
South's climate, CRESCENT 
Batteries have a _ specific 
gravity, fully charged, of 
from 1.260 to 1.275... 
MORE POWER — there, 
when you need itl 


As soon as a battery is filled 
with acid electrolyte, it 
begins» :o deteriorate. 
CRESCENT BATTERIES 
come to you FRESH, full 
of PEP, at the very —. 
ning of their life. 


CRESCENT BATTERY 
AND LIGHT COMPANY 


818 Camp Street Phone RAymond 6677 














SPEED 
SAFETY 
In a 29-foot stock 


hull with diesel 
power. 





Converted for a major oil company, this 29-foot Chris-Craft cruiser 
with double-plank bottom has a cruising speed of 18 mph. . . and 
is the first completely successful conversion of a 29-foot stock model 
to diesel power. 


For conversions, repairs, motor installations, haulouts, call— 


CLEAR CREEK BOAT YARD 


J. M. Sharp E. R. Elwood 
Phone Bacliff 2219 Night phones: La Porte 8691, Bacliff 2219 
KEMAH TEXAS 








Carbide Fragments on Rotary Shoe 
Increase Number of Cutting Edges 


Carbide fragments interspersed in a matrix give 
Homco’s new “Klustrite” rotary shoe a great number 


of cutting edges, so that when one edge dulls another 
takes over. 


This causes efficiency of the shoe 
to remain constant throughout the 


operation. 


Fragments are made from carbide 
slugs such as are used in shop lathe 


cutting tools. Fragments are about 


1/8-inch to 1/4-inch in cross section, 
and are applied to the matrix as dia- 
monds are set in a bit. Bonding ma- 
terial on all sides of the fragments 
allow movement of the carbide parti- 
cles under impact, but is tough enough 
to withstand severe loading. 


In one job near Harvey, Louisiana, 
two ‘‘Klustrite’”’ shoes were used in 
washing over junk which consisted of 

a9 1/4- inch OD conventional type rotary shoe, a piece 
of box tap, part of a die nipple, a four-foot slab of 
10 3/4-inch casing, and four sets of outside cutting 
knives—accumulated around drill pipe over a nine-foot 
section of the hole. In 36 hours junk was burned up 
and ten feet of hole made. 

The first “Klustrite’ shoe, in the hole 26 
showed considerable wear. The second, 
appeared to be as good as new. 


hours, 
in 10 hours, 


For more information check ITEM 3 on Inquiry Card. 


Supairthermal Diesel Marine Engines 
Described in New Nordberg Bulletin 


Nordberg Supairthermal Diesel Marine engines of 
the four-cycle, in-line type are described in a 12-page, 
three-color bulletin published by the company. Avail- 
able drives, dimensions, and weights are presented, 
together with specification data and a cutaway view 
through a power cylinder showing the lubrication 
and cooling water system. 


For more information check ITEM 4 on Inquiry Card. 





Morgan City, La. 





FINER FOODS FOR MARINE OPERATORS 


Truck Delivery from Venice to Cameron 


GALLEY STORES & SUPPLY CO. 


Tel. 2605 
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Plicoflex Publishes Tape Data File 
For Polyvinyl Chloride Coatings 


A tape-coating data file which gives complete in- 
formation on Plicoflex polyvinyl chloride tape coat- 
ings for pipe line corrosion protection has been an- 
nounced by Plicoflex, Inc. 

It contains technical data and price lists for Number 
330 polyvinyl chloride single film tape coatings and 
Number 340 polyvinyl chloride laminated tape coatings. 

Data covers general properties of tape coatings, ap- 
proximate pipe coverage requirements, and application 
instructions. Price lists cover black and colored tape 
coatings and adhesive primers and give packaging data. 

For more information check ITEM 7 on Inquiry Card. 


Manual of Recommended Standards 
For Multiple V-Belt Drives Issued 


A completely revised manual of recommended “En- 
gineering Standards, Multiple V-Belt Drives,” is now 
available. It is issued by the Multiple V-Belt Drive & 


ONE OF THE 
FEW VETERANS 
IN A NEW FIELD 


Mechanical Power Transmission Association and the Samm 


Rubber Manufacturers’ Association, Inc. 


The standard was first issued in 1951. Improvements | 


in V-belts, resulting in greater strength with attendant 
higher horsepower ratings, prompted technical commit- 
tees of both associations to revise their standards. 

Data in the manual indicates proper sheaves and 
belts for attaining optimum efficiency and economy. 

Basic changes in the revision include 10 pages of 
new horsepower ratings. These give increased ratings 
for standard quality belts throughout the generally ac- 
cepted speed range. For the first time ratings on pre- 
mium quality belts are included. The manual shows 
ratings for belt speeds from 200 to 6,000 feet per 


minute. 
For more information check ITEM 8 on Inquiry Card. 


McGuire Marine Divers 


Robert J. McGuire 





Insurance Coverage 
24-Hour Service Anywhere 


Specializing In 
RIVER CROSSINGS AND 
OFFSHORE OPERATIONS 


Phone VErnon 3-8221 
VErnon 3-2945 





Metairie, Louisiana 


2 yi 2 tao 
9126 
p. O. Box 








412 Arlington Drive 





Serving the Gulf 
Coast Offshore 


24 HOUR SERVICE 





FROLICH BROS. MARINE 


DIVERS, INC. 


New Orleans Office 


BUCK FROLICH 605 ALVAR STREET 











We specialize in complete furnishings of 
boats, barges and platform living quarters. 


Distributors and servicing of Wallace & 
Tiernan marine flashing beacon lights and 
fog trumpets 


Marine Hardware - Chain - Pelican Hooks - Anchors 


BYRNE & RICE SUPPLY CO. 


NIGHT PHONES: DAY PHONES: 


VAlley 7895 
JAckson 5334 RAymond 7138 
RAymond 7139 


1122 Gaiennie Street 


ema v4 New Orleans, La. 





EXPLORATION VESSELS... 





DANTZLER BOAT RENTAL CO. 


P. O. Box 377 








Pascagoula, Miss. 
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OFFSHORE DRILLING EXPERIENCE 





DIRECTED THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF THIS BOAT 


Built by Consolidated Ship Yard, Inc., of Corpus Christi, Texas, 
this powerful, rugged crew-cargo boat, GUS Ill, is tailor-made 
for the Gulf operations of the C. G. Glasscock Tidelands Oil 


Co. — pioneers in offshore drilling. 


Crew Boats — Tugs — Towboats — Barges — Steel Fabrication 


Powered with two 6-110 GM diesel engines, the Gus Ill is built 
to go out and stay out —in any kind of weather. It is extremely 
seaworthy, and its cruising speed of 14 knots makes it ideal for 
transporting rig personnel, fuel, water and other supplies to off- 
shore drilling sites. 


Complete Repair Facilities — Wood and Steel 


200 Ton Vertical Lift Dry Dock 


Cousoliaated Ship Yard. Tue. 


NAVIGATION BOULEVARD 


CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 


P. O. Box 802 





For Offshore 
Drilling! 


use 


FITLER 


PURE MANILA 
Marine Rope 
and 
Oilfield Cordage 


Identified by the blue and 







and treated to insure flexibil- 
ity whether wet or dry. 


Water Proofed 
an 
Rot Proofed 


FITLER 





The EDWIN H. 


Est. 1804 


FITLER CO. 


Philadelphia 24, Pa. 





New Orleans 17, La. 





yellow registered trademark 








Follow the oil and gas developments in SouUTH 
LOUISIANA, TEXAS and SOUTHEASTERN NEW 
Mexico with, 


FIVE STAR OIL REPORTS 


News, Locations, Completions, Drilling 
Progress, Oil and Gas Instruments plus 


OFFSHORE ACTIVITIES. 


Daily, Weekly or Semi-Weekly coverage. De- 
signed for your particular area of activity. 


Completion cards are issued on all areas covered 
by reports. 


(er 


OIL REPORT 





HOUSTON 
BOX 331 
DALLAS 
1007 DAVIS BLDG. 


MIDLAND 
106 CAPITOL BLDG. 
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Terrebonne Field Gets Gasser 


First gas strike finaled in Ship Shoal Block 154 field 
dually completed as oil well for 213 barrels daily 


EXPLORATION 





First gas production for the Ship 
Shoal Block 154 field off Terrebonne 
Parish has been opened by Gulf Re- 
fining Company at its Number 4-B 
OCS 0420. The same well was dual- 
ly completed as a confirmation to 
the 6,200-foot oil pay. 

Through a 7/64-inch choke and 
perforations between 6,639-50 feet 
the test flowed at the rate of 1,500,- 





























000 cubic feet of gas daily, with tub- 
ing pressure 2,500 pounds and shut- 
in pressure after an unreported time 
2,700 pounds. 

It also was finaled for a daily flow 
of 213 barrels of oil and 83,000 
cubic feet of gas daily through a 
10/64-inch choke and perforations 
between 6,215-25 feet. Tubing pres- 
sure was 780 pounds. 





x : aia j 
: aly 
Re y | ry 
& tae 
wi i 
{ Far-out wildcats set by offshore operators recently in two states are about as 
= near each other as they are to shore. (A) Shell Oil Company and Continental 
Oil Company will drill a test in Federal Block A-104 in the High Island Area. 
(B) Gulf Refining Company is drilling a test in Federal Block 253 of the 
amaiaiiin ie West Cameron Area and (C) another in Block 104 of the East Cameron Area. 


Louisiana 





Louisiana Deep Producing Record 


Upset By Shell Oil Company Oiler 


Shell Oil Company has finaled the 
deepest oil well in Louisiana in the 
Weeks Island field of Iberia Parish. 

Shell’s Number 1 Claudia B. Pat- 
out et al tested for a daily flow of 
77 barrels of 40.5 gravity condensate 
through a 5/32-inch choke and per- 
forations between 17,558-68 feet, 17,- 
572-76 feet, and 17,581-84 feet. 

Tubing pressure was 4,800 
pounds. 

The test is 39 feet deeper than 
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Louisiana’s previous record holder, 
and 275 feet shy of the deepest per- 
forations in the world record holder, 
a depleted Richfield Oil Company 
producer in the North Coles Levee 
field near Bakersfield, California. 
The California producer has per- 
forations between 17,500-859 feet. 

Shell's test is a 2,000-foot stepout 
to production on the north flank of 
the Weeks Island salt dome. 
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Ship Shoal Block 113 Field Texas Pure Temporarily Abandons 


Confirmed, Gets Third Test GAB 189 Test, Sets Another 
. ‘ } 
Magnolia Petroleum Company's eg sey +" - ee ear See at ee 
3 n High Islan -L Fie ; : 
Ship Shoal Block 113 field off Terre- peseeny yainnane Be Mentne 45 


bonne Parish has gained a confirma- Magnolia Petroleum Company has OCS Lease 0108 in the GAB 189 
tion oiler and a third test has been St@ked its Number A-5 Texas Gulf field 12 miles southeast of Galveston 


ee Tract 10 as a 12,000-foot test in the and is building platform for the 
staked. i 
in we —_ High Island Block 10-L field, 10 Number B-1 OCS Lease 099, in the 
epee. _ tee Te miles southwest of Sabine. same field but in Block 212. 


flowed 66 barrels daily through a 
24/64-inch choke and perforations Bottomhole location, in Block 10, ane aoe er ane ee ee 


between 7,308-10 feet. Tubing pres- ‘5 1,615 feet east of the bottomhole feet, on a contract depth of 8,000 

sure was 185 pounds. New test, the location of Magnolias A-4 well. feet. Number B-1 is scheduled for 

Number 3-A State Lease 777, is The field now has three shut-in gas 11,500 feet. It is in the northeast 

scheduled for 14,000 feet. wells. quarter of the northwest quarter of 
Block 212. 


0 hore Coustructiou Standard of Texas Completes 
Shut-In Gasser for Chevron 

Standard Oil Company of Texas 

Number 7 State Tract 945 in the 

Chevron field 30 miles southwest 

of Port Aransas has been completed 


as a shut-in dry gas well. 


The test went to 8,944 feet and 
perforated between 8,704-06 feet. No 
tests were reported. 

Location is in State Tract 945 (S). 





Campbell Vice President 
Of Creole Petroleum Corp. 


Nicholas J. Campbell Jr. has been 
elected a vice president of Creole 
Petroleum Corporation. He is cur- 
rently manager of the law depart- 
ment, with headquarters in Caracas, 
Venezuela, and will assume his new 
title and duties early next year when 
MCN (Magnolia-Continental-Newmont) Separation Platform in the Eugene Island area off he moves to the New York office. 


g 





the coast of Louisiana. 


A. R. SALLEY & COMPANY Specializes in the Design and Con- 
struction of Oil and Gas Facilities . . . Whether on Land or Sea. 







© Compressor & Dehydration Units 
@ Gasoline & LPG Plants 
@ Separation & Pumping Stations 


@ Lease Service ox 


A. R. SALLEY & COMPANY Ate 
































Phone: MOhawk 7-245! Phone 6498 
P. O. Box 6802 P. O. Box 22 “Please, Miss Fuddy! Raise those 
Houston, Texas Morgan City, La. spuds, I’ll behave”. 
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The Right Men 
and Equipment for 
any Drilling Job-- 
ON LAND 
AND AT SEA! 


KERR-McGEE OIL INDUSTRIES, INC. 
Gulf Coast Office — Houston, Texas 
General Offices — Oklahoma City 
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FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION, WRITE: 


The INGALLS Shipbuilding Corporation 


BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 


DECEMBER, 1955 








Have you received... 





The Recent PRS Literature 
entitled 
Surface Coatings For 


Offshore Structures 


? 


This literature contains PRS' most advanced infor- 
mation concerning products and specifications for 
this highly speciliaized industry. Our product has 
been designed for YOUR personal needs . . . yet 
you pay no engineering costs. 


A letter or card from you will bring 
this literature by return mail 





Telephones: 


Nights, Sundays & Holidays 
Call EVergreen 2426 


FOrest 6-3538 
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Ph. HE 6-7371 


or HE 9-3519 — HE 9-2319 


ELLIOTT 


MARINE 
DIVERS 


Submarine Pipelining 
A Specialty 





Box 5512, Drew Station Lake Charles, La. 

















Mac SAYS ... TELL US 
Your Electrical Equipment 
Needs... 


— Surrette Marine Batteries 

— Hose-McCann Marine Telephones 
— Carlisle-Finch Searchlights 

— Falk Couplings 

— Russell & Stoll Fixtures 

— Oil Field Equipment 

— Motor Rewinding 

— AC & DC Motors 

— Marine Switchboards 


McINTOSH ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO. 


Telephone 5-2517 BEAUMONT, TEX. 4775 Port Arthur Rd. 

















Builders and Designers 


Steel Tugs, Barges, Crew Boats 
EFFICIENT 
MARINE 
REPAIRS 


Marine Ways — Gas Freeing 


PLATZER SHIPYARD 


HOUSTON 15, TEXAS 


P. O. Box 9657 GL 3-7118 


OFFSHORE LOCATIONS 


TEXAS 


Jefferson County: Magnolia Petroleum Co. A-5 Texas Gulf 
Tract 10, High Island Block 10-L Gulf. Block 10 High Island 
Area, 10 miles southwest of Sabine. Proposed depth 12,000 
feet. 


LOUISIANA 


Iberia Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 1-J State Lease 684 
(OCS 045), Eugene Island Block 110. Block 94 Eugene Island 
Area. Proposed depth 14,000 feet. 


Iberia Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 1-J State Lease 684 
(OCS 045), Eugene Island Block 110. Block 94, Eugene 
Island Area. Proposed depth 14,000 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 8 State Lease 1354, 
Main Pass Block 69. Block 68 Main Pass Area. Proposed 
depth 8,400 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 3-A Louisiana State 
1277, Main Pass Block 69. Block 68 Main Pass Area. Pro- 
posed depth 6,650 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 10 State Lease 1354, 
Main Pass Blocg 69. Block 68 Main Pass Area. Proposed 
depth 8,300 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 4-F Louisiana State 
1278 (OCS 0372) Block 69, Main Pass Block 69. Block 69 
Main Pass Area. Proposed depth 8,500 feet. 

Plaquemines Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 4-G State 
Lease 819 (OCS 026), West Delta Block 30. Block 30 West 
Delta Area. Proposed depth 8,500 feet. 

Plaquemines Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 6-E State 
Lease 1070, West Delta Block 30. Block 32 West Delta Area. 
Proposed depth 12,500 feet. 

Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 20-A State Lease 1009, 
South Pass Block 24. Block 25. Proposed depth 9,700 feet. 

Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 20 State Lease 1009, 
South Pass Block 24. Block 25. Proposed depth 8,700 feet. 

Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 7 State Lease 1012, South 
Pass Block 27. Block 28 South Pass Area. Proposed depth 
7,550 feet. 

Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 29 State Lease 998, South 
Pass Block 24. Block 11. Proposed depth 9,700 feet. 

Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 30 State Lease 998, South 
Pass Block 24. Block 11. Proposed depth 9,700 feet. 

Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 8 State Lease 1354, 
Main Pass Block 69. Block 68 Main Pass Area. Proposed depth 
8,400 feet. 

Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 10 Louisiana State 
1354 (OCS 0383), Main Pass Block 69. Proposed depth 8,300 
feet. 

Plaquemines Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 1-J State 
Lease 819-OCS 026, West Delta Block 20. Block 30 West Delta 
Area. Proposed depth 8,500 feet. 

Plaquemines Parish: The Shell Oil Co. 3 State Lease 2675, 


South Pass Block 30. Block 21, South Pass Area. Proposed 
depth 10,200 feet. 


(Continued on page 59) 

















MARINE 
RADAR - RADIOTELEPHONES 
FM RADIO AND FATHOMETERS 
available 


From Stock for Crewboats, 
Workboats, Tugs and Oil Rigs 


Machay Radio and Telegraph 


Company, Inc. 
MARINE DIVISION 
1748 Carondelet — New Orleans 
CAnal 2448 











GM 
DIESEL 





SALES—SERVICE—PARTS 
DIESEL MARINE SERVICE 


Harold L. Cooling, Owner 
P. O. Box 558 Pres. 5-2500 Cameron, La. 
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COMPLETE 


DRYDOCK 


AND SHIP REPAIR 


| SERVICE is our keynote 


Our |100-ton, new drydock, built by Ingalls Shipbuilding, Inc., and capable 
of handling boats up to 140 feet long with drafts up to 10 feet, is now in serv- 
ice—backed by our long years of experience and established reputation for qual- 
ity shipbuilding and repair work. 


Our machine shop is already capable of handling major repairs and fabrica- 
: tion of shafts and housings and routine repairs and maintenance. Our propeller 
shop is capable of handling steel and bronze propellers up to 85” in diameter. Our 
yard is broadening operations to include sandblasting and metalizing. Steel fab- 
rication facilities are being increased so that most major parts can be made for 
quick replacement, speeding repairs and cutting the time a boat is on the ways 
or in drydock. 


For fast, efficient, complete drydock and repair service . . . call Harvey 
Canal Shipyard and Machine Shop. 


HARVEY CANAL SHIPYARD 


AND MACHINE SHOP 


Telephone FI Iimore 1-5608 
HARVEY On the Intracoastal Canal LOUISIANA 
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ror mar SERVICE! 


The MISS MARY HELEN, radar equipped 51’ personnel 
transport, is capable of carrying 40 passengers at speeds 
up to 23.4 mph. The MISS MARY HELEN typifies the 
fine marine equipment owned and operated by Robin Boat 
Rental Service. Built by Equitable Equipment Co., Inc., of 
New Orleans, the MISS MARY HELEN is No. 20 for Robin. 
Three other 51’ crew boats— the ERLINE, MARGARET 
and the HELEN L—have been built for Robin by Equitable 
in the past twelve months. -Another 51’ Equity crew boat will 
be delivered to Robin in November. 


Call us for: Crew Boats, Seagoing Tugs, Rig Tenders. 


ROBIN BOAT 
RENTAL SERVICE 


Phone FI Ilmore 1-1225 — 1-2836 


448 Pailet St. Harvey, La. 
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Exclusive Distributor 
for 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama 


BALDT ANCHORS 
& CHAIN 


Large Spot Stocks of Chain, 
Anchors, Connecting Links, 


Swivels, Chain Stoppers. 


Largest Gulf Stock of wire 


rope, shackles, turnbuckles. 


Life saving equipment. 


DREYFUS SUPPLY AND 
MACHINERY CORP. 


2122 Kentucky Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Day Phones Night Phones 
Victor 3367 FR 0244 
Victor 3368 UP 5706 
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Guingston 
WORLD HEADQUARTERS FOR 
FINE MARINE PETROLEUM EQUIPMENT 
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Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 21 State Lease 1009, South 
Pass Block 24. Block 25, South Pass Area. Proposed depth 
8,700 feet. 

Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 29 State Lease 998, South 
Pass Block 24. Block 11, South Pass Area. Proposed depth 
9,700 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 30 State Lease 998, South 
Pass Block 24, Block 11, South Pass Area. Proposed depth 
9,700 feet. 

St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 2-K State Lease 
691-Block 119, Eugene Island Block 126. Block 119. Pro- 
posed depth 6,300 feet. 

St. Mary Parish: The Texas Co. 1 State Lease 839 OCS 
0313-Block 46, wildcat. Block 46, Eugene Island Area. Pro- 
posed depth 14,000 feet. 

St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 1-J State Lease 
691-Block 119 (OCS 049), Eugene Island Block 126. Block 119 
Eugene Island Area. Proposed depth 6,500 feet. 

St. Mary Parish: Phillips Petroleum Co. 1-A Eugene “A” 
(OCSL 0474), Eugene Island Block 129. Block 129 Eugene 
Island Area. Proposed depth 14,000 feet. 

St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 2-K State Lease 
691-Block 119, Eugene Island Block 126. Block 119, Eugene 
Island Area. Proposed depth 6,300 feet, to be drilled direc- 
tionally from 1-K platform. 

St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. G-4 State Lease 
694-(OCS 052) Block 126, Eugene Island Block 126. Block 126 
Eugene Island Area. Proposed depth 5,000 feet. 

St. Mary Parish: The Texas Co. 1 State Lease 828 (OCS- 
0312) Block 27, wildcat. Block 27 Eugene Island Area. Pro- 
posed depth 12,000 feet. 

Terrebonne Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 3-A State 
Lease 777, Ship Shoal Block 113. Block 113 Ship Shoal Area. 
Proposed depth 14,000 feet. 

Terrebonne Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 4-C State 
Lease 794, South Pelto Block 20. Block 20 South Pelto Area. 
Proposed depth 12,000 feet. 


OFFSHORE COMPLETIONS 


TEXAS 


Galveston County: Pure Oil Co. 4-A OCS Lease 0108, GAB 
189. Temporarily Abandoned. TD 8,022 feet. Block 189, 12 
miles southeast of Galveston. 

Galveston County: Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 2-B OCS 0278, 
wildcat. Shut-In Gas Strike. TD 8,188 feet, perfd. 6,740-52 
feet. PT 12,000,000 cubic feet of gas daily, calculated open 
flow. GLR 354,000-1. Federal Block 144. 


LOUISIANA 


Cameron Parish: Gulf Refining Co. 1-A Block 104-OCS 0411, 
wildcat. Dry hole. TD 12,600 feet. Block 104 East Cameron 
Area. 


Iberia Parish: Pure Oil Co. 1-B State Lease 1079, Eugene 
Island Block 47. Dry Hole. TD 13,577 feet. Block 47. 

Jefferson Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 2-G State 
Lease 398, Grand Isle Block 18. Oil Well. TD 8,063 feet in 
salt, perfd. 7,791-810 feet. IPF 189.6 BOD on 1/8-inch choke. 
Gra. 40.3. GOR 570-1. Block 10. 


(Continued on next page) 


COMPLETE 
MARINE SERVICE 


Shallow Water and 
Deep Sea 


Engineering, Construction & Inspection 
Pipe Line Locating Instruments 
Complete Insurance Coverage 

Fast Service By Air 

Firm Bids To Fit Your Budget 


LOGAN DIVING COMPANY, INC. 


309 Consolidated Bldg. Jacksonville, Florida 
Phones: Day Elgin 6-3473 Nite EXbrook 8-1185 














LATEST IN GULF 
MASTER SERIES 





Featuring the 40-fooft ELLIS Ill 


The ELLIS III is a 40’ welded steel crewboat built for Mr. Ellis 
J. Rhodes of Venice, La., by Gulf Master Boats Inc. of Slidell. 
Powered by two 6-71 GM diesels supplied by George Engine 
Company of Harvey, La., the ELLIS III has a top speed of 
over 27 mph. 


Gulf Master Boats are noted for their stability and level ride. 
Capable of carrying heavy loads of crews while maintaining 
high cruising speeds, they are extremely seaworthy. The ELLIS 
III is to be used for crew work at Venice, La. 


The Gulf Master series is available in 30’, 38’, 40’, 45’, 52’ and 
65’ lengths. 


Repairs — New Construction 
Crew Boats, Barges, Tugs 


Gulf Master Boats, Inc. 


P. O. Box 486 Slidell, La. 











Industrial Photography 
GEER STUDIO 





SERVING THE LOUISIANA OIL INDUSTRY 
Call Jack Beech: CA 7419 


708 Royal Street New Orleans 16, Louisiana 








PETROLEUM DISTRIBUTING CO. 
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BY BARGE OR TRUCK 
CEdar 8415 New Orleans 
Phone 6102 P. ©. Box 1695 
Berwick, La. Berwick, La. 


GUZZINO DIESEL WORKS 


Marine, Oil Field and Industrial 
24-Hour Sales and Service 
COMPLETE LINE GM PARTS & SERVICE 
Joe Guzzino, Owner Phone 6037, Night 
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RYANT 
OATS, INC. 


Designers and builders 
of 
Steel and Wooden Vessels 


announces the opening of its new 


SALES AND EXPORT OFFICE 


330 International Trade Mart, New Orleans 


and appointment of 


EVELYN W. CALVERT, sales manager 


We specialize in 
Steel boats and barges 
for the oil industry 
and for export 


We invite your inquiries 


Phone—Tulane 8131 





Professional 





BEDELL & NELSON 


Engineers 


840 Union Street 


New Orleans 12, La. Telephone RAymond 6195 











FREDERIC R. HARRIS, INC. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 


Offshore Oil Producing Installations 
27 William Street — New York 5, N. Y. 





Lafourche Parish: Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 2-A State Lease 
2490, South Timbalier Bay Block 15. Dry Hole. TD 13,648 
feet in side-track hole. To plug back and side-track out of 
2-A hole to drill 3-A hole. 

Lafourche Parish: The California Co. 12-J State Lease 1367- 
Block 3, Bay Marchand Block 2. Oil Well. TD 5,400 feet, 
perfd. 5,063-68 feet. IPF 184 BOD and 69,000 cubic feet gas 
daily on 9/64-inch choke. Gra. 33.4. GOR 376-1. Block 3. 

Lafourche Parish: The California Co. 7-K Louisiana State 
1367 (OCS 0370), Bay Marchand Block 2. Oil Well. TD 5,484 
feet in salt, perfd. 4-778-90 feet. IPF 182 BOD on 8/64-inch 
choke. Gra. 27.4. GOR 330-1. Block 3. 

Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 1 State Lease 2588, 
wildcat. Dry Hole. TD 11,000 feet. South Pass Block 2. 


Plaquemines Parish: Continental Oil Co. (CATC) 1-A State 
Lease 982, wildcat. Dry Hole. TD 14,053 feet. West Delta 
Block 57. 

Plaquemines Parish: Cities Service Oil Co. 1 State Lease 
2601, wildcat. Dry Hole. TD 10,100 feet. Block 50 Breton 
Sound Area. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 2-B State Lease 1008, 
South Pass Block 27. Oil Well. TD 7,701 feet, perfd. 7,539- 
49 feet. IPF 305 BOD on 9/64-inch choke. Gra. 34.5. GOR 
531-1. Block 24. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 16-B State Lease 1388, 
South Pass Block 24. Oil Well. TD 9,700 feet, perfd. 9,577-86 
feet. IPF 324 BOD on 9/64-inch choke. Gra. 38. GOR 983-1. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 19 State Lease 1009, South 
Pass Block 24. Oil Well. TD 9,710 feet, perfd. 8,538-44 feet 
and 8,546-53 feet. IPF 262 BOD on 9/64-inch choke. Gra. 
33.7. GOR 737-1. Block 25. 

Plaquemines Parish: The Texas Co. 8 State Lease 2474, South 
Pass Block 24. Dry Hole. TD 10,800 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. G-3-A State 
Lease 891, West Delta Block 30. Dry Hole. TD 6,172 feet. 
Side-track out of 3-G State Lease 891, dry hole. Block 30. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 3-F State Lease 1277, 
Main Pass Block 69. Oil Well. TD 8,448 feet, perfd. 8,296-316 
feet. IPF 186 BOD and 96,000 CFGD on 9/64-inch choke. Gra. 
29.6. GOR 519-1. Main Pass Block 68. 


Terrebonne Parish: Gulf Refining Co. 4-B OCS 0420, Ship 
Shoal Block 154. Gas Strike, Oil Well. TD 6,883 feet. Perfs. 
6,215-25 feet, IPF 213 BOD and 83,000 CFGD, choke unre- 
ported. Perfs. 6,639-50 feet, IPF 1,500,000 CFGD on 7/64-inch 
choke. Dually completed. Block 154. 

Terrebonne Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. C-3 State Lease 
794, South Pelto Block 20. Dry Hole. TD 6,418 feet. Block 20. 

Terrebonne Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 2-A State 
Lease 1035 (OCS 019) Block 54, South Timbalier Block 54. 
New Oil Pay. TD 9,000 feet, perfd. 6,854-66 feet. IPF 49.56 
BOD and 12,500 CFGD on 9/64-inch choke. Gra. 35.9. GOR 
250-1. Block 54 South Timbalier Area. 








Eustis Engineering Company 


Consulting Foudation Engineers 
Borings — Test — Analyses 
for Offshore Structures 











DIESEL SERVICE 


Specializing in GM-7| 
Sales & Service 











3635 Airline Highway VE-5-8476 New Orleans, La. 
ANYW ! ! 
ee aoe Tae STEEL TWIN SCREW BOATS P. ©. Box 343 Phone 484 
STEPHENS For Lease 
65’ with 2 671 GM 400 hp Albert DeHart & Sons 


50’ with 2 671 GM 
75’ with 2twin 671 GM 800 hp 
100’ with 2 twin 671 GM 800 hp 
110’ with 2 6-110 GM 550 hp 
110’ with 2 8-268A GM 1000 hp 
120’ with 2 tandem 6-110 1100 hp 
130’ with 2tandem 6-110 1100 hp 


WOODEN TWIN SCREW 
105’ with 3F-M 200hp 600 hp 


GEOPHYSICAL EQUIPMENT 
RENTALS 


3019 Post Oak, Houston 


DISTRIBUTORS 
RELIABLE 83’ with 2 671 GM 
MARINE BATTERIES 
163! Front Day — 3026 
P. O. Box 296 Night — 2442 
or — 3567 
MORGAN CITY LOUISIANA 


400 hp 
Marine Railways 


Boat Builders and Repairers 


Abbeville, Louisiana 


400 hp 


Tug and Barge Rentals 


“Distributors of 


MO 5-1602 Woolsey & Petit Paints’ 
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SERVICE for the 
Offshore Industry 


QUALITY FOODS 
24-HOUR LAUNDRY SERVICE 


Free Delivery 
FOOD 


SALTZ’S starecer 


25th & Ave. D Phones 
Galveston 2-9378 
Texas Nite—2-8721 


“Sonny” Saltz — Prop. 
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Complete Facilities! 


Cleaning and Gas Freeing Plant 
3 Sets of Marine Ways 
300’ Graving Dock 
Complete Repairs for Vessels and 
Barges up to 300’ 


Builders — Barges, Tugs, Towboats, 
Offshore Structures 


J. & S. SHIPBUILDING 
CORPORATION 


Charles L. Koellein, Jr., General Manager 
Phone 144-145 Slidell, Louisiana 

















Drilling & 
OIL Production In 
SOUTH AMERICA 


A weekly airmailed report giving latest official 
happenings, news, oil well drilling and production 
information, status of wells, completions, rigs op- 
erating, footage drilled by operators, by fields, 
and for the following countries: 


VENEZUELA ECUADOR 
PERU BOLIVIA 
TRINIDAD BRAZIL 
COLOMBIA CHILE 


Also any special information on the oil indus- 
try of these countries. 


Request sampie copy — 


E. OSPINA-RACINES, 
Publisher 


Apartado Aereo 49-45 
Bogota, Colombia 














HARDIN FERGUSON. Inc. 








NSUFANCE 


BROKERS ® ADJUSTERS ® AGENTS 


rH "Yew Onbeans Oldest Insurance Fun, 
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The Slush Pi... 


The directional engineer was explaining to some boll 
weevils on the offshore rig about the difference between 
a fish and a woman. 

“When that fish wiggles his tail,” opined the en- 
gineer, “—he’s going!” 





The personnel manager was making notes on the 
attractive young female applicant for a secretary's posi- 
tion. “And how do you spend your free time?” he asked. 

“Mostly reading in bed,’ replied the young lady. 

“What?” cried the personnel manager, aghast. 

“Reading in bed,” the girl repeated, firmly, “Why? 
what's wrong with that?” 

“Oh, r-r-reading,” stammered the embarrassed per- 
sonnel manager, squirming. “I—I thought you s-s-said 
breeding!” 





The young bride was just back from her honey- 
moon, and was having tea with a girl friend. Eager for 
intimate details of the honeymoon, the girl friend 
asked slyly: “That husband of yours is often absent 
minded. How did he register at the hotel?” 

“Oh, just wonderfully,” cried the bride of a few 
days. “Just wonderfully!” 





The doctor was testing the girl’s reflexes. ‘Did 
you ever wake up in bed with a jerk?” 

“Of course not,” she said, indignantly. “All my 
friends are perfect gentlemen!” 


o 
®°6 
oc, 





“There!—that buoy will mark the spot where I found 
that interesting bottom!” 
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The «Szrocco” . 


_.s. and Sewart 
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Lead the Field! 


Latest in a Complete Line of Crewboats 


Dimensions: 40’ x 12’3” 
Top Speed: 31.3 MPH 
Cruising Speed: 27.5 MPH 


The "Sirocco," built for Jack Milsted of 
New Iberia, Louisiana, is the prototype of 
a new addition to the complete line of 
crewboats designed and built by Sewart Sea- 
craft. This 40-footer maintains an even keel 
even at high speeds in rough water. Powered 
by two General Motors 6-7! Diesels, gene- 
rating 216 horsepower each, the "Sirocco" 
hit speeds well in excess of 30 mph in test 
runs. A special dinette arrangement on the 
"Sirocco" slightly reduces the 18 passenger 
capacity normal for this model. It's a crew- 


boat that combines rugged strength and 
stability with speed and maneuverability. 


The "Sirocco" exemplifies the fine design, 
construction and performance that have es- 
tablished Sewart's leadership in the manu- 
facture of boats for the marine oil fields. 
Sewart Seacraft are known for fine crafts- 
manship, speed and dependable perform- 
ance. There's no substitute for experience, 
and more than 500 Sewart Seacraft are now 
in service in the marine oil fields. For your 
boat requirements—See Sewart! 


SEWART SEACRAFT, INC. 


BERWICK 


PHONE PATTERSON 3913 
NIGHT PHONES: 5434 - 2481 


LOUISIANA 









ON LAND 
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